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THE PREFACE 
To the Readers. 


Heſe inſuing meditations, /0 
Il »# fitted, /o pathetically pen- - 
MN cd, 45d /o rightly applied, to 

Wl the preſent temper of theſe un- 

i happy times, need no Preface to 

—— yk. Way for ther rnto your 
friendly acceptance, (if there be in your breaſts, © 
any true remaines of Conſcience or candour ) nor 
yet any letters of commendation, to ingrati- 
ate thejr Author into, your gaod opinions ; they 
alone do fully declare hiz Sv inftryRed ua- 
to the Kingdome of God, who like a good 
houſholder ( as you may here fixd) brings forth 
out of his Treafure things new and ald. 

But my reading them, together with the con- 
Sderation of him, and bis preſent condition, gives 
eccaſion ( aud I hepe withont offence ) ta breathe 
forth the paſſions of a grieving fpirit, that mel- 
teth daily, for the deſolatzans of Chrifts Vineyard 
here amongFt us, by the violent and cruell _ 
A 3 


4 To the Readers. 

of thoſe faithful and 5kilful busband-men, whom 
he bail inabled and'imployed te dreſſe and till the 
ſame ; of which number this truely Reverend 
aud Goaly Author was one, whoſe name and face 
perhaps ts ſtrange in theſe more pubtlick and 
attive parts of the Kingdome ; but that you may 
the better know him,be pleaſed to underſtand, that 
' be t a man of [Iſaacs ſpirit , one of (od e Al- 
| mighties inward acquaintguce, that cunverfeth 
oft in ſecret -with him, '\and batf"ihilt To-40- 

remplate on thirigs that are high. | <= 


. . 


\ © eAad as moſt ſutable to fo Divine a whrke, 

he made choice of - a private life, with violence 
. thereby unto his owne luſtre,” his trug worth diſ- 
 daining the affeAntion of populan applartlh, or to 
make a neiſe in'the World as nuny do, whoſe fame 
' 15 beft a far off, where themſelves arelenſt kyowns 
he ws planted long ago in aremote part of thts 
K ingdome; Where' for above thirty years (beint\ 
Batchelour in Divinity of Antient ftanding.) be 
hath comtinned; atling the part of a faithfull 346: 
wiſter, ruling his fleck with great prudence and 
diſcretion, and fteding them with the food of hra- 
ver,which he moſt chilfully dreſſed,anl rightly di- 


” proper ſphear, anto- his . owne . people ;\ amongsh 
' and they (as they had cauſe )- did. rejoyceian his 
light, they ſat ander his Miniſtry with great con- 


tent, 


vided, confinizg and applying himſelf within his, 


whom he” was a burning and aſhininghghte 
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To the Readers. | 
tent, and his Dotrine was ſweet unto them . 
they were in hi heart, and.he in theirs, to live, to 
dieand go to heauen together. | 
But when they that aft as if they were borne to 
breake in ſunder What God hath joyned, had ſet np * 
their banners in thoſe quarters, and begun their 
new-found Reformation in thoſe parts, a moſt ſor- 
roWfull ſeparation was quickly made between this 
Goaly Paſtor and his loving flock, for he being | 
througly guilty of the ſcandals of theſe times ({cil.- 
of Learning, piety, wiſdome, Loyalty, obedience, 
hongſty, ani ſnch like) and ſo not capable to be an 
Apoſtate from the Goſpel he had taught, Was 
thought fit for that cauſe; to be caſt aſide as a 
broken {heard, or 4 thing of no uſe 11 theſe aaies, 
of neW lights and revelations : and ſo was ſue | 
(pended from his labors, filenced from Prea- 
ching, and Sequ:\tred from his Living, to the en4 
that be and his flock a4 they hai lived long moſt 
comfortably together, might now at the laſt even © 
periſh and ſtarve together, he for Want of Corpo- 
rall food, and they for Want of Spiritual. | 
But behold from that evill of theirs, good 1s 
ſprung up to 15'; from the darke condition of that 
particular Pariſh, the World in geherall hath | 
ained light ; we that are .a far off, had not bee 
acquainted with his graces, if we had not beon be 
friended by his Afﬀitions ; the ſavont of tie (pi- 
CES had never reached our (ences at {0 gyeat a ti- 
A 4 ſtance, 


"To the- Readers. 
ance, (his humility did /a hinder ) had they not 
- thus bruiſed and beaten. , : 
. This grave and good man being accuftomed all 
; bus dates to take panes in Gods 1neJard, had not 
1 | 057 te flaxd idle, nay can bis Azed; ears be 
; vba thengh he be knocks off from bus 
| He comet fleep, bus gray haires can 
7 but vear nnta, if not within the bouſe 
| Fog F; ws he be heniſhd from the Temple, 
ke towards is, any charged t0 
Parrrys riff no ere m the (pugregatien, nor 
to Preach any longer that name, yet the word of 
 trath being like fire within him, his ſpirit cannot 
reft, vor can be forbeare,' but the Preſle muſt re- 
[- on ſenrnng of him, if the Pulpit doth exclude 


For indeed the fire of the Sanuary is a pi- 
## ſonle can never be extinguiſh'd ; nor cax he 
that doth Gods. works for Gods ſake ever be diſ- 
L conrafeh, with all that Earth or Hell can ds ; the 
love of Chriſt :« wore powerfull with bins to.con- 
* ſtraine «mo, then: the threats of wen or Devils 
| can be to affright from, 1 muſt worke (ae: 
: ſuch a one) the workes of him that ſcat me 
- while it js day, the.night of death will come 
* when I cannot worke, as. long as I am in the 
warld, 7 wuſ-be « light there, and hold forth 


wer unto me i I Preach not, f [reprove 


not, 


ſome light to. &, a nec: {ity lies upon me Jo to do, | 


To the Regders. 


wt, if 1 deteft net the worlds fin, our way 
other (criptis faltem, fi non didtis, by writing at © 
leaf if not by Preaching. 1 muſt &;/charge a goed 
conſcience , elſe. how ſpall 1 appeare before my 

e, at the reckoning day ? Fe 
ay 57 ror ſuch like are the inward diſcourſes 
of an boneft heart ; and theſe dowbtleſſe are the 
reſolves. of this Reverend man ; who hath here 
ſeut us from the Spirituall Garden of hus ſond, 
a Taſte: of divine fruit, which we hope tu but an 
Eflay to a larger Banquet, b#t a g/imp/e of Oghir 
where Gold is, of a rich. mine where pretions 
Trenſures are to be found. 

And moſt worthy are theſe his Meditations 
onr ſerious view, and friendlieſt acceptation, for 
the reſemblance they bave and bear (which 4s in 
ſpecial to be noted) with that forme and manner 
of ſpeaking uſed by owr Saviour : ſure the lookes - 
and laugrage of this Antbor plainly ſhew whoſe 
Diſciple he &, and of what ſpirit : Tx ſaid of 
Chriſt, that he taught the people by parables, 
anJ. without a parable ſpake hz not unto 
them ; and may not the ſame be affirmed of this 
man, that be teacheth us by Parables, aud with- 
ent au FHliſtory . or Similitnde he fraketh not ? 
yea, as Chriſt took occaſion from every thing that 
occurred to raiſe ſome diſcourſe fer the benefit of 
bu bearers, ſo doth he here ; with oyeat wildowe 
and trwth frily applying all particulars to the men - 

As and 


Tothe Readers.” 
' and preſent conditions of the times: Anglaſt- 
ly) as Chriſt could not looks, or thinkiupen Je- 
raſalem witt out teares,.in regard" of her ſins, 
' and approaching ſorrowes ; no: more: can this his 
ſervant, upon this Church and Kingdom without: 
' orief” and "paſſion > Entertaine him therefore 1 
; 66 you Will ( Chriftian Readers) into your be(þ 
thoughts for his Maſlers ſake, whoſe Kkeneſſe 
he-beares in his meaſure and degree, for (1c Ocu- 
los; ficille manus, fic ora feredbat. 
e414 now give 'me- leave tolament a little, 
the miſeries of this IN ation, for 1 could wiſh 
with Jeremy, That my head were even: full 
of water, and mine eyes were fountaines 
of teares, continually to bewaile the ſtrange 
madneſſe and horrid impudenice that ts in this ſet 
of people now amongFt us, who profeſſe themſelves 
to relate to Chriſt, and yet endeavour to acſtroy 
him:are called by his name,and yet wonld blot it 
out from being remembred ; nay, they pretend 1a 
ingroſſe it ts themſelves, as if they had more zeal 
unto him-then other men, and loved him. better, 
aad yet perſecute his Prophets that are ſent 
unto them, killing ſome, beating others,, and 
abuſing.all ; not ſuffering. the moſt faithful and 
able of them to doe his work : but caſting them 
out, as unfavoury ſalt, worldly filth, 'and:the 
off. ſcouring: of things: Is this the way to.ad- 
varnce. Chiiit ir to his Throne ?- or. tapromots 


L175; 
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To the Readers; "N 


the Kingdome of Heaven, which i compared to 
an houſhoulder thatwent forth at every hour, 
(net to caſt out, but) to call in work-men to ' 
his Vine-yard ? Sure this Fpeakes rather, that 
their intentions are to take ( hrifts Thront fron 
him, to lay his Vine-yard quite waſte, and to ex- 
poſe .it to deſtruftion. Indeed they promiſed 
at firſt toſet up Lights in the moſt remage and 
obſure corners of the Kingdome, and to ſettle an' 
allowance for them ; but (alas !) they have ex=- 
ſtinguiſh'd moſt of thoſe few, which were before 

in ſuch places, (Whereof this learned Author Was 
one) and where Light ſhined _ plentifully, - 
they have introduced darkneſle,and to perpetuate . 
that unto Poſterity, they have. ſeized (as a prey) 
upon theſe Revenues Which "Ancient piety had 
conſecrated and ſet apart. to m:intaine Lamps in 
Gods Sanftuary 10 the Worlds end : O woe unto» 
us for the ſame ; and a treble woe to them how 

many of thoſe lamps have they put out ? How 

many Charch doores have they ſhut up? Huw 
many Congregations have they blinded or poyſe= 
ne?,. affording them no" Preachers at all, or only: 
ſuch as have hill and Will to lead unto perdition * 
O the. vaſt difference between the: Spirit of hins 
they pretend unto and theirs ! When lie ſawtt e- 
multitude, he was moved with compaſſion 
towardsthem, becauſe they fainted, and were 
as ſheep ſcattered.without a ſheapheard :. The: |! 
ef 5, Hars- 


PL 


bara (aye he) 'is great, but the labonrers 
are w, pray: therefore the Lord of the Har- 
Yell rolend forth Laboures into his Harvelt : 
but theſe on the contrary /eting the annltitude 
are hardened againſt thew, (as appeareth) for 
they uſe all argues tocanſe theni tofaint, they 
"Teaite the Shepheards, .thit the ſheep might be 
\ Kactexed, abd-devourcd ; rhey thinkgbe Har- 
velt too great, axd-cbe wark: men too many, and 
therefore their endeauours. are thicſſen the nunt- 
ber, For 4s 'tonehyning' the robbie of illiterate 
men, Which vhey- heve let looſe into Gods field, 
they merit not the name of Labourers i» this 
' Senſe, for they work not for Gd at all, they gather 
* -ofly for themſelves, anil ſcatter far the Envious 
Man, -who ſowedtares among the good corne, 
' they have neither Ability, nor yet honeſty to till 
; Chriſts Garden ; bit :inftead of dreſſing they de» 
- ſftroy the ſame. So that tis evedently clear, that 
" phe Spirit of theſe whe have admitted theſe, and 
. excluded the irae Work men,. #« not unly againſt 


: Vine-yard it ſelfe (whoſe pale,or bedge of Govern- 

went they have plackt wp.;) or rather againſt the 
very =p— 1067 bf Gems every thing that ts 
 ntitule2 Hi,in the ſame condition with bes Alinis + 
| fer, under the liks obloquy and contempt ? taps 
* Houſes, bw Word, his Sacraments, ba» 
5 Worſhip, 4 Religion, ks Annoingcd, and = 


* them they have caft ont, but alſo againſt the © F 


what | 


TotheRegticrs, 
what ever &fe bath bis Mask or Naine wpon it 
yes alas, tis tos too manifeſt to every ege + Hens 
de his Houles ir Waſte, and dawn 
divenſe places ?.4n how faul edrefſe, in whe 
rophiatis mavuer 5s that Cathedrall Church jw: 
gy of that City and of the N. 
tion) expe/ed daily to publik view? How would our. 
Grandes rage and torwe,if their ewne Stables, 
where their Harſes ſtand, foould lie negleBed.in. 
fo wnhand/amt and ſlovenly # faſuion, as that fas 
mans Templeof God goth at chupreſent ? 
__ 4+ tering —_— — 
etea 4 i(- applied daily, yea, | 
- the Ire 6 21a bkhe anole of wan, for. 
all tunes, arid for all occaſions ? Haw are his Sa- 
crametits certemned too, anddenied to thoſe that 
hunger for them ? yea, how are all his pure Or- 
dinances . caſeired. and  bansſved ? infledd of 
Whaleſome Dofrive and humble: Prayers; how - 
are they for whom Chriſt dyed, put off mith-wile 
; Sn bablings ? _ # Knowe | 
| ledge vilified?Reading & Book-learning.oryed. * 
out Tom himdring the operation of the rug 


j 
-v» 


which the teachers of theſe times But Vrere 
that theSpirit ofGod which fpraks or ork intht, 


it wonld be rather furthered by ſuch meaucs ; Tir * 

mothy i commauded to give himirif toStudy, 

that be might be a fined Inſtrument far has twoly 

- SPutit ; this our Author . could net hapt writ as . 
4 4 
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To'tlieReaders: 


DC pk-lcarning. 


Gods ſervice /corned yea, ſuppreſſedfrs among 
#5,without any reaſon at all alledyed *- nay, them- 
Ives cancharge it with no crime in thePreface to 


their Direftory, (which i thruſt forth in. the 


ence (which 7s no other then rank. Popery;) and 
therefore We muſt ſubmit, not only our wills, but: 
owr judgements alſo, to th:s their groundleſſe 
and leſſe then humane innovation : their pleaſure 
4 to prefer an Hemlock before a Roſe aud we muſt 
ſay tis ſweeter, | 
* How dothey dote on Jeroboams- way, as the: 
+ perfett method and plat-form of Reforma-- 
tion f as he ſuppreſſed the Ancient manner of 
” Gods Worſhip, neplefed the place thereof, (1 it 
the people thereby ſhould have turnedagaine 
= unto their King;)4ani/z'd thePrielts of the Lord, 
" aud admitted the loweſt: of che people (that: 
were not -the ſons of Lew) into their.places z\ 
ea, whoſoever would, him he conſecrated to 
be a Prieſt: even /o have theſe done in all parts« 
- enlars : and: though the Text ſaith, this thing: 
became fin to the houſe of Feroboars to cut it; 
- from off the Earth, yer. z ir-made choice of by: 


Nay 


he hath here done, but by the help of Reading and: 
» How s that publique and meſt honourable form 


oome of it) for ut ſeemes tis their purpoſe,to bring 
ws of this Nation to the prattice of blind obedi-" 


theſe men;for their Feciall pattern an theſe time:«. 
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TotheReaderg,' 

Nay, more then this, howz ure the very Arti-" 
ticles of Gods holy. Religio! 
flighted and caſt aſide by them 
ent for* or faith+0 bi build pon ? * mi 
of theſe men, who Were bound in FPiecial to defend 
the ſame; (in regard of "their office at balling, | 
their frequent Oathr and Proteſtation, to Fhath . 
purpoſe) been the Inſtruments to alter 
the. Waged Balaams to blaſt and diſeſteeme' them?" 
And how have they hereby confirmed the ſlander 
of our Romiſh aaver/aries apainſt'ni'? Who have 
often [aid,that Wwe had no Church, »o Eſtabliſhed* * 
Dodtrine , »o foundation for oxwr Profeſſion : 
How are theſe hereby raiſed in their hopes to ſee a 
reſtoration of their Babell' in the downfall of owr 
Jeruſalem ? 0 that thoſe who call themſelves the 
Aſſembly of Divines,es by their groſſeApoltacy 
from their firſt faith and love, have 2 leh cbie 
meanes of working all theſe miſchiefes, would but 
read over,and lay to heart ſeriouſly thoſe paſſages, 
whioh they ſhall. find to this'pur poſe, in a late*Book+ + 
Mmiruled, Englands complaint for the" fin-of 
Rebellion, wrirren by that conſtant Brother, and 
faithfull Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, A. Lionell. 
Gatford, whom moſt of them well know to ne 4 
man of moſt approvedimegrity. © _ 

But here't not all yet, not the Articles" of our 
Religion only, but the protector of them, "ths 
Annointed of-the Lord himſelf, is in like man- 


ner 


To the Readers, 
ner caft aſide : How hath he been contend of 
late ? nay, how b che Majeſty and Authority 
> at in him, together with theſ 
command our Honour and O- 
hath His ſacred Perſon been 
- railed upon My pot and reviled ? How bath He 
been erected Junred & tormented for His Con- 
: ene feds feks? How hath he been robbed & deprived 

Revenusshiis Compartiand his Freedom, 

His love and affefFians ts the Church of Ged; 
+ hecanſe He was the Head & chief Member of ie? 
| there was too mnch ofi Trath, 4s there was of bit- 
- terneſs iz thatfheech,which fonce His Majeſty was 
tp bondage, Theard uttered from the Pulpit by a 
© Fryer in France : whe railing againſt the Prote- 
Fc of that Kingdome, fer dering the Pope 
be Head of the Churchyyho (ſages be) would 
zy have the head thereof? the K 
like their Brethren in Exgla oo who Fr 
de their King the Head of their Church,and 
\ Bowthey make Him their Slave. 

Np wore jet prith the Kings Perſon and Au- 
* "toric 3 Hu graces al/e are the 8bjeft af the iv 

and hate, Hu magnanimity, His patience, 

Hu care to kgep His conſcience wndefiled ; yea 
the maine ſtudy and ork, of theſe pretenders to 
 eonſcience,theſe bawlers for Liberty of Conſcience, 
hath been for « long time vaſtare conſcientiam 
” Regis,to violate the Conſcience of thair Saveraign, 

and 10 breake the peace thereof, And 
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Ta.the Readers 


«nd phat de ightfulne they © 
diſcover dof late, aeer wan no ; 7d 
rit that & in Hin? hoy ys a 
torturivt IE li for Hg | 
neſſe of & (NS ies of 


its well 4} 


= feb Al 
blaring i Ls, 
o deeging jar rig, 
and yet being x | 
peace, is content (for ther ſecurity His pargon, 

& that He.will yet Fes Law, 
& their paſt demrits, but renit themss wholly to 
the hand of God) ta comme even at thew intow-.. 
ing their duv.ca Hu face ; what vide DoRrines 
and curſed Uſes, .de their Pamphleteers, aud 
their Palpitcers, 145/e fron thenet, and prefſe up 
6 the ! why, that (30d hath now re- 
lolyed the great. doubt, beth heard bis peoples 
prayers, in charging the- guilt. of blood upon 
the K and brought Him to acknow- 
e that He hath been the 'cauſe.of all which 
hach been ſhed + apd therefore it belongs to. 
the people now to ſcreunto it, thax Jultice be 
| $oncupen Him, and upon His friends fort, 
| | © #« ever ſuck horrid wickgdneſſe heed of, 
; | «cb tranſcendent villany 5n — 


To- the Readers. 
world not the Devil bimſelfe bluſh to appear un 
their ſhapes ? may we not looke for ſome ſtrange 
| judgement like that of the earths opening to ſwal- 
tow them up ? had Davids people When he (to 
| have them ared) had cryed ont, tis T that have 

ſinned, \fpake of calling him to account for the 

loſſe of 50000 men, they had ſhewne leſſe impu- 
dence then theſe have done; Nay the malitious 
Jews thowph they crmcified Chriſt becauſe ht was 


to conſult his death becauſe he was content in their 

Read, ani for their (afety, to be accounted as a 
firmer. Aſſuredly therfore theſe men have ont- gone 
all before them : for aihe now of the daies that 
are paſt ſince the time that God created man upon 
the earth, acke from the one (ie of heaven unto 
the other whether there hath ever been ſuch bloody 
ſpunges as theſe ſhew themſelverto be, ſuch mon- 
fters of rature amongFt men : O the baſeneſſe , 
the impiety,' the Wormewood, and the gall of their 
ſpirits if ever the Title of Rewdiaboloram 
was rightly applyable to the King of this land, *trs 
ſince the viperine birth of theſe msſcreants. And 
that ſuch only. as themſelves ate , might be con- 
tinued (if poſfible) in the Nation, there 1 a ſpe= 
coal coxrſt taken, thut knowledge and good man- 
ners.might. not aboiind 4n thoſe that come after y 
for the Univerſities are. metamorphiſed and pwr- 
ged too, as well axthe Church of learned and good 


men ; 


a King, yet were not ſo ſuper-ſuperlatively vile as 


mn—_ _ a.  . QC 
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To 'the Readers. 
»en ; Thiltles are there ſet inſtead of Wheat, 
and Cockle inſtead of Barly. Tea al Orders 
and degrees among Ft men (if ſome may have their 
will) muſt be abeliſhe#l preſently, and confuſion 
planted in all places, (as "tis already in a great 
meaſwre :) Kings and Princes, Nobles and per- 
ſons of Honour m#ſ# be but as the meane people; 
which God indeed may juſtly permit in reſpeft of 
ſome, for thoſe contempts and miſeries which even 
they bave help'd to bring upon ht Church : ſure 
theſe things-are a lamentation, 4d onght:to 
be for a lamentation. 

Never Was there ſo fooliſh and ſo mad a Na- 
tion mnaer the Sun as we have proved onr ſelves, 
to the ceviſion of all about ne, he rajne and deca 
of our «Ancient glory, onr outward Happineſſe 
and of our ſoules for ever." O therefore T ſay 
474ine that mine head were full of water , and 
that mine eyes were fountaines 'of teares bo- 
bewaile: tlicfe things. O that the people of this 
Land (eſpecially they that are got Higheſt) would 
bat conſider what they have done, and yet at laſt; 
before all ts hoſt, ſet ſome- period to thetr ownt do- 
ings. O that thoſe men of wealth and. place who 
advanced at firſt their whole might, 16 bay level: 
this famous Church, ts take from ir all\Nononts,, 
orders, and degrees," woulth bat confidervntlob-) 
ſerve Well, how before that \infult works of cahbirs 
#4 quite finiſhed'; the Common-wealth-s: ſef.,. 


' ( wherein 


To the Readers. 
(wherein their own intereſt chiefly lies) 1: folloW- 


3ng apace in the ſame traft, and like cre Jong to | 


lie «s level, and @ low 4s the Church. ir /elf. 
Faſt no Kiſhop, then no King, then no Lords, 
thep vo Gentlemen, they no people, the name 
of England will be no mqre jn remembrance, 
 wnleſſe 45 a by-word, and a ſcorn among all Na- 


010% 


O that the Aſſembly of Divines, whe contrary 
to their many Oathes of Ajlegeance, Spprema- 
cy., Canonicall obedience, and Pr qteſtation, 
have concurred, a nd aſſiſted to ſuppreſſe, and tor- 


_ _ twre their King, to Alter and Change the Forme 


of Dodrine and diſcipline in this Church , 
' world but conſider coolely and ſaberly at length of 
their own Dairines ang gctions, and how they will 
he able to anſwer rhews before Chriſt the Fudge : 


To ne noe 
EY, WHICH the ts them/erves 
by . hoyprgps anne x; Eeekief m0 other 


'- And 1 wiſh the the inferiour Clergy «{ſo, 
who: by their il tangues have belped to defame, 
.- avdaxſt ont.their fellow Adiniſters, that defered 
| poor FINS th would but confeaer the 
ſmall content whi thereby bave pu phaſed 
. to themſelves : for do they reigne alont now, ke 
Kings in their Conmties, as they expetFed? Ko 
t 


that they world bat remember the little comfort | 


> WG 6 ooo 
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| enjoyed her rights, and Gods true Miniſters 
' Whom they have mocked, abuſed, aid caſt ont 


| 
, men ; not conſidering with my ſelf the madneſi, 


To the Reader. 
their people ſubmit quietly unto them ? have 
they ty eflaries in their pariſhes, to torture and 
terment them, to With- CT _ and to 
each againſt them ; to ſeduce their people from 
G__ K. ry to and raile upon then, ;u ry 
ſelves Were wont to do, npon their brethrin ? do 
xot thoſe very fpirits which themſelves bred avid 
raiſed at firſt againſt others, flee ſurionſly now he _. 
their owne faces, and make them even weary of 
their own lives and habitations ? I Wiſh t 
would acke their own experiente and conſtitnees 
of the tymth of theſe things. * 
' And for the people, I wiſh that they Would con- 
fraer with themſelves, whether they have been ſo 
well at taſe, ſo well moneyed, ſo well raupht, wh» 
ther they have ſo free acommand in their ov 
howſes, over their own goods, as When the Chavth = 


=o among them , did preach his trmth wato . 
them. | 
But Why do I wiſh for theſe theughts in theſe 


blindneſs, hardneſt, aid perverſneſt of thiiy fpb- 
rits, who are ingaped in paths of death ah Felt, 
and cannot lay 3; ok their own danger, aid mi- 
ſery till thty are fwallewed np by it ? thaigh we 
mourn in ſecret never ſo truly for theiv ſins, yet 
will not. they be meved by aviy thing; we ſay, uy 


wh 
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ry - 
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To. the, Readers. 


 3w4fþ for them ; bave they ever yet belecved our 
\report, or regarded Gods word, Which we' have 
ſpoken, ſince they entred. this way ? nay have they 
wot ſaid to 4 their ſeers, See notyto us their Pro- 
phets, Propheſic nat right things ? 1, 

. Tea but bowever, we, muſt not negleft our du- 

' 12465, which God hath injayned u« to perform unto 
.them, and for them, theogh they be as bryers and | | 
+thornes 70 #5 ; thongh they have put us from onr 
Livings, they cannot diſcharge us of our Miniſtry, | | 
ve. mu#t ſpeak, we have amthority from God to / 
6 

: 

7 


ſpeak, and to cry aloud too. againſt them, While 
they be.in their wicked wayes, whether they will 
hear; or whether they will forbear, that they 
may at-length know and remember, there have 

. . been ſome true Prophets among#l them ;. let them F 
14ill 364 for it if they will, our blood ſhall preach and }| 
. Cry againſt thens (louder then ever we did) when 
WE AYE fOues | my oF 
And I beſeech all my Sequeſtred Brethren that | ,, 

are forbidden to diſpenſe Gods truthin Churches, | ,j 
(to thoſe flacks and people Which God committed fo 
to them) that they weyld imitate this Godly Au- Þ *, 
thor. which ts here preſented to them © imploy their | ,, 
T alents this other way, diſcharge their conſcien- | .,, 
ces unto the world, caft "heir ſeed about by wri- | th 
ting!; who kyoVvs but God may give a bleſſing to |} 11, 
it.? Iſrael may be gather'd by ir, and brought F. ,, 

. back at laſt into thoſe good wayes from woes - 
ey 


from their God, they ſuall die in peace, and ap- 


To the Readers. 


they have erred; however their labour being 
with the Lord, they hail recerve a recompence 


pear With a good conſcience at the great day : we 
muſt (a: S. Jude faith) contend earneſtly for 
the faith, having received it from oler fore-fa- 
thers, and being intruſted, to mantain it in our 
generation we muſt render it intire to our poſte= -- 
rity ; our ſalvation (for ought I know) lies upon 
it ; eAnd por the colaneſſe of us Mini- | 
ſters, to defend the. eſteblifhed truth and ordey in 
our Church, will make the ignorant World thinks 
them matters of [mall conſequent and concern= 
ment. 
And let us Theſeech you (all my Sequeſtred 
brethren) pray heartily for them that perſecute 
and abuſe ws, that we may in deſpight of them 
reſtore that luſtre to the Goſpel,which they have 
cancell'd ; and manifeſt the ſWweet ſpirit thereof © 
to be Within us : let us beleeve that we are ſet - 
thus aſide by the permiſſion of Gods providence 
for this purpoſe, and uſed thus by theſe men, that 
we having "this experience of them, might be the 
more moved in compaſſion towards them : our Sa 
v108r prayed for his perſecutors, Father forgive 
them, and /o aid S. Stephen for hz4,Lord lay not 
this ſin to their charge ; and thoſe prayers were 
xot in vaine,the converfionef thoſe 3000'(AR.2.) 
#4 ſaid to be the effeft of the one ; andof Sal 
(Acts _ 


oy for this Reverend 16-3 

o0d friend, and for him 1 
* afo rubs together ; 
Wah Your triie ſervatit 
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never”: "yet - come 0 - 


[know 1 in Perſon, upon 


The Epiſtle 
Grong Father, by of | 


Sn © 


Thope yo! Sls re-l} 
ceive it' no.otherwiſe y 
from-me.,  then+,as a 
ſure, though” meane | | 
token of my readinels,[h 
mall Chriſti If fem | 
toſerve both ic 7, 
yours, for they is AY of al 
and rontiaual thanke hi 
Full - remembrance 0 ye 
the:: Family ; iromfric 
whence, under Godfde 
my truely learned,and tal 
Sat: ' Father deB: 
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L- rived his- feſt being 5; 
' [In:which oclpptine L 
_ kumbly en it: to 
6 r= elm) 

'Fhei Taxd ſreng L 
- [then the: hearts.,; = 
s.l hands 6f.all choſe that 
Sg favour,!the. good, of 
1 eh more ” eſp ecl- 
bJally ſettle;and bon 
- his bleſsings upon 
0) you, and your poſte- 
nity ; that" you may all 
do worthily i in Ephra- 
$:4h, and be famous in 


MBerbleben : that you 
(a) may 
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Of pn ane Tagen Bed 
; Each Author here ſpeakes ey and. 
- Rective their for F 


-* Forourſad ID oil 649; 
© Asif they firſt had ſeen them, and then writ. -_.-; ; 
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when he: lay. 
Hes ing, Phy ſatis 

ans have deſtroyed the Empe- 
Yy70vr. (a) Their contrary con- Xiphilinu 
Fceipts, and different direRions, i244. 
Yhbe meanr,, had haſtened his 
Adeatty,. and cur himof before 
5 time. - 
AY There arc ſo-many Cenſurers, - 

Fnd& Correiors, of our, not ſick, 
: B but 
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but ſound Religion, approved by 
the ſacred Scriptures, and-atter 
ſed by the blood of many faith- | | 
full Martyrs : There are ſo ma+ || | 
ny Reformers and Reifiers, of Þ| t 
al ages, ſexes, and degrees,” of ' 4 
all profeſſions, and trades, that f} | 

t 

ſt 


take: upon them -ro: order out- 
Church, according to their ſ{e- 
verall crooked imaginations; Þ 0 
that - they have reduced: all Þ m 
things initto a Chaos, and con- || be 
tufion:: and defaced and ſpoiled | p, 
one of the moſt compleat Chur- Þ yi! 
ches, if not the princjpall, both I th, 
for doctrine and diſcipline, now. || R( 
extant, inthe Chriſtian world. Þ di 


F tra, 


F Timotheus had not been, loy 
| 5 had not had ſuch muſique; on. 
but ir Phrynes, Timothews hu Þ bee; 
Teacher had not been, we had not Band 
CUTE had 4 ba 
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had Timothens ſaith Ariſtotle.(b) 
If, as he Muſick , we conſider 
theſe times of Mourning, we 
may as truly, but with deteſta- 
tion, ſay, If there had not been 
diſcontented people abroad , we 
had not heard of ſogreat con- 
tentions, and tumults, ſuffered 


ſuch plunderings and oppreſſi- 


ons, ſcene ſo many wounds, and 


murthers ; but if there had not 
been ſuch and ſuch Schiſmaticall 


Priefts, like violent winds, mo- 


ving and troubling the brains of 


the people, and inciting them to 
I WC _ not _ m_ 

{contented people : The people 
wary have bs de: = 
tradable, as heretofore, had not 
ſome falſe Prophets been as bel- 
lowes, and brands of Inſurre&ti- 
on ; had not ſeditious Orateurs 
been as Drummers in a Campe, 
and as Trumpetters ſounding to 
d battell, 


B 2 CAN 


(b) Mete. | 


lib.2.c.1. 
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| Ntiſthenes the. Philoſo- 
wi phcr, being asked, What 
: 2 Feaſt was : Anlwored, 


&dAtrs. If you make a queſtion 
now what our Spiritued: Feaſts, 
the beſt liked, and moſt applau- 


izgs and jaglings. fos a wiong' 
Cauſe; they are abate 
the K 1 x 6., and ſtepderings of 
the Foot-ſteps. of Gods Anointed. * 
They are the couptenanrers, and 
promoters of Civill Warre, con: 
trary. to the. docrine off the 
Scriptures, and dictate of-Reli- 
gionand Conſcience: They aro 
Alarnws to fir up,Sedition, Rex 
beltion, Atheiſtne-; They arc-1#: 
wedHves againſt all Learning: 
and Loyaltie z They are caſter: 
out 


That it 9144. 47 occafiqn of muck 
ſurferting , and. mayy other dif- 


ded Sexmons are? They are ſhift- 
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»pen OH Records. 
out of one Devill by aftother, 
aboliſhers of taobarry by $20 
ledve : They de the call of bit- 
reyntſſe, and He band bf Tui 


Ty. 


He Lord Elleſ8by, the 
E ord Chanrelldir of this 
Realnte,a grear lover 6f 
rfitey, whoſe moral & (till 
blaſted, was heard to profeſle, 
a 1 ave re2{, that it ht had 
beer 3 Preacher ; this ſhould 
have been his Text, A Yiehtcoms 

man fttardah the life of ha 


beaſt. (c) The Propheticall In- {c) Prov. 
cendiaries of rhe late fearfull, ****: 


unnaturall War, how far were 
they from this diſpoſitivri : how 
fat ſfom thoughts and bowels 
of mercits ? how far ftem 5 de- 
fie to Þftath hibretes y when it 
wis 4 coifitidft courſe with 
the, Þy YI9hint gla(ſet to batt 
B.3 our 
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out the bowels of a mercifull 
Text ; when nothing was more 
uſuall amongſt them, then with 
ſtony hearts and brazen faces 
to alledge the words of the 
Scripture againſt the meaning, 
then to wrong, and wring the 
Scripture, till it bled, bur they 
would miſ-conſtrue , and mil- 
apply it one way or other, to 
ſtir and incite men to the ſhed- 
ding of blood : _Arme, arme_, 
Fight, fieht, Bloud, bloud, Kill 
theſe Cavaliers, theſe Popiſh Pa: 
gans, were {til with them de- 
ductions from their Texts. 


V. 


Gi" demanding of 
| his Counſellors,Whether 
he might not marry his ſ- 
fter by the haw of the Land? They 
anſwered, They found no Law, 
that allowed a brother to m7] 
P; 
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his ſiſter ;, but one that permitted 
the King of the Perſians to doe 4s 
he liſt (d). Ourproud, peeviſh 
Browniſts,impatient of-Goyern- 
ment,ſons of Belial, a rebellious 
and obſtinate people, having 
necks as an irs ſinew,and brows 
of braſſe, cannot-in all the Scrjp« 
tures find any ſound or ſeeming 
p__ for this rheir foule re- 
cllion : Neither can their falſe 
Prophets, their chicfe Counſel- 
lours, find out any ſugh places 
for them; but therefore they 
uſe, in a wrong ſenſe, ſo to in- 
large and amplific the great be- 
nel of our Chriſtian Lberry (che 
which indeed is a. freedome 
from all helliſh,ſlaviſh feare, bur 
not from a holy, and ſonne-like 
feare ; a freedome from the 
curſe,but not from the obedience 
of the Law) that they hayenow 
made many ſimple people, lir- 
tle ſcene in heavenly matters; 
B 4 _be- 
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beleeve, that the reines are pul- 
led from Chriſtians necks, and 
they left to their owne diſpoliti- 
ons ; that there is a liberty pur- 
chaſed for Chriſtians to doe 
what every man liketh, and to 
live under no obedience to £c- 
cleſbafticall or Civil Governors, 


V I. 
| now about to cſta- 
bliſh his abomina- 
ble ſuperſtition, wherein he had 
mingled the lawes and dodrines 


of Heathens, of Fewes, of falſe 
Chriſtians, and Hereticks, with 
the Ylufions and inventions of 
his own braine; he gaveit forth 


a yt wo wn 3 wm. 


FR TT TNT we © ir wal 


for a maine principle , how Ged 


at tbe firſt to Man-kind ſent Me- 
ſes ;, after him Feſms Chriſt, who 
were induced with the power" 10 

work miracles z but men gave }> 


ſmall 


UMI 
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pon #9 Ricvydh, 


fall heed to them + Therefore he 


Aittrtvined to ſend Mahomer, 4 
Watriowy, toithont Miracles: that 
whom Miracles had not moved, 
Wedpotis hight contpell They 
may dave it anthotity per- 

haps by a np deſcetit frotr 
Mahomets ww ow Chatter, 
but 1 or bo 6 they canfind no 
ſ\Nable of aloreahce in the 
great ; aſuted; facred Chatter 
of Gods war who fetke to 
ſet up a Religion by the 
Sword : f Lord uſeth to 94- 


\ ther his Charch by the mouthes 


of Miniſters, riot by the ſwords 
of Sontdiers. 


VILE 


Read of one Procaffer, a tio- 

| bb theevifh Inkeeper, 
who, when any 7 ravailers 
care to lodge at. his houſe, 
would make hrs geſts ature 

Bs <equall 
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equall with. his bed, cicher by 
ſtretching them out to the 
length of it ., if they were too 
ſhort ; or by. cutting off ſome 
part of them, if they were too 
long: He would not fit his bed 
to his gueſts, but his gueſts to 
his bed. Nothing more com- 
mon ſhall we find amongſt He- 
reticks and  Schiſmaticks, then 


either with ſalſe ſenſes,to ſtretc1 - 


and inlarge, or with loud lyes to 
mince and mangle the Sacred 
Scriptures, that ſo they. may 


frame them to their likings, and. | 


make them ſerve their owne 
turnes, at all efſaies : They will 
either ſuppreſſe rhe words, or 
elſe not expreſke the ſenſe ; they 
will either blot out, or elſe ble- 
muſh the Scriptures, rather then 
they will aboliſh, or any whit 


alter their owne fantaſies. OF. 


their own opinions, or writings. 
they will not abide the very 
lea 
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leaſt amendment ; but of the 
holy Word of Almighty 'God 
they care not what havock they 


make. ' 
VIIE 


Ctius, an auncient Tra- 
gedian performing his 

part on the Stage, was 

ever {ure of Commendations ; 
but pleading ar the bar, never 
obtained -a cauſe'; and being 
asked what ſhould be the rea- 
fon:his Anſwer was, That on the 
_—_ made every mans Leſſon, 
and no ma. ſpake, but what he 
firſt contrived , he preſcribed to 
every one his decorum and cut 

as himſelf conceived beſt, but 

; (faith he) 7» ths pleading place T 

| . cannot bear it ſo away, Mine ad- 
hw in quickly maketh me ai 
anſwer, replyeth', oppoſeth , and 
ſifteth -matters ſo, that T cannot 
waintaine a badcauſe as 1 wn, 

uſt 
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but it will be controlled : Our 
new ..4 — while they | 
buz into ſuch mens cares, as | 
are willing to hear no other 
teachers, while they talke, with- 
out contradiction , amongſt 
their diſciples and favourers ; 
whoſe hands and hearts they | 
have fitted ' with their owne | | 
fond deviles, they are all men 
of ripe and rare Gifts : Super- 
latives, fans preeres , w 
meanings are Miracles , whoſe 
wards are Oracles , whole lips 
Alone-are preſumed to preſerve |} | 
knowledge; they may not on- | 
ly | dip their followers, but 
x ths _ furcher to ſuch 
paints , as drown men in per- 
ditian and deſtruRtion : noiew 
all this while all their Fes are 
regiſtre> and recorded for 
truth,and themſelves accounted 
and CazeniFed for Saints : But 
whearhe pride of their t0ngues, 
an 
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and the bottome of their skils - 


come to be tryed before law- 
full Judges, when they are cal- 
led uato ftrict rules of difpme;; 
when they are fairly hunted by 
an Orthodox Divine, a man of 
Arts and Parts, who can caſily 
ferret them out of all thew 
hides and bolds 306 cither ar 
ſcntly intangle them, of courſe 
hoy. and camp then out of 
breath, with a full cry of Serip- 
ture proofes ; there is not More 
leannefſe , or lefle ſoundneffe 
of underftanding lighily to be 
found amongſt 2 whole Regji- 
ment of men : How fitly may 
« now be ſaid to him that was 
the greateſt of note befoxe * 
Alas filly wouſe, thas apprarethe 


after the mennaines travel ! 


It 
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| IX. 
T: is harder to finde them out, 


fl then to Conquer them: could 
Ceſar [9 of the Scythians, 
they ſo hide themſetves in ſeverali 
caves, and in holds, and in rocks, 
and in towers, and in pits, even 
whereſoever they can be out of 
fight: The chiefeſt and learnedſt 
Seftaries of theſe times, are ſo 
cloſe in their conceipts, and are 
fo loath to be known what 
thoughts they maintain, unleſſe 
it be amongſt their followers 
(in their hcarts they ever follow 
the faſkion of the Swallow, that 
delights to fly againſt the winde, 
but in their ſpecches they play 
the: Lap-wings, who flyeth alogf 
from their neſts, to withdraw the 
paſſengers thence.) Nay ſuch: 
*Faire complements doe they put 
upon their falſe intexts, and 
with 
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with ſo good pretences do t 
cloak their ba deſires, roles 
much more-.difficult ro finde 
out thetr carnall imaginations, 
and ſtrong holds, (the ſnares of 
the Devil, by which they are led 
Captive by him at his will) then 
by Gods Word to. caſt” them 
downs. | 2-21 
X. 


E may read in He- 
rodotus , how - the 
King his Fathers 


danger made Atys, Creſws his 
dumb ſon, to ſpeake ; Henever 
ſpake before, and yet when the 
Souldicr advanced to cut his 
Fathers throat, he opened his 
own throat, and ſaid, O man kill 
wot my Father ! Whar loyall 
SubjeR, what true Son of the 
Church can chuſe bat ſhew the 
people now of this. Land, their 


tranſgreſſions ; when ſuch oy SL 
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and barbarous , ahd blooty- 
minded affrorns., ace moſt wrt- 
gratefully, and unarucally put 
upon our gratious Sovetal 
the lawfull and loving Nay 
_ of otir on | _ 
our ſpirituall Fathers, the Rewe- 
revd Biſhops, and paſtours of 
our Church, Watchmen of ous 
ſafe  Shepheards of our ſoules, 
Phyſtians of our conſciences, 
the ſacred inftrurmients , and 
ſilver conduit Pipes to conveigh 
$race unto. us ; whom” we 
rherted, and bego:- 
ren in the faith; arc wronged 
m their good names, Goods and 
Bodies ; and which is above all, 
whett the name ofthe Father of 
us all, Lord of Heaven &-Earrh 
& reptoached and blaſphemed, 
without puniſhment or check, 
asf we were tnore moredulous 
thenthe Devils in Hell, 1nhe b6- 


() mo_ lecut and trebic. (>) 
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Cipio could Jay -of his 
Souklicts in Sicidy , that 


there was 108 one a. theme, 
ef hoſ at his Commundment, 
| cuft himſelf down from the of 
' | «Tower : The very light of na» += 
ture had taught them , that 
obedience was due to their Go- 
vernour, though it could not 
dire them how far it was tO 
be extended ; and therefore 
* {| they would rather afford him 
| matecaches defraud him: 
\ | There is no ſuch Allegeance te» 
| aired of us, but only in things 
| that are lawfull and laudable; 
| | and for both ſubRance. and 
| circumſtance, we are referred 
to the moſt indifferent Judge 
the holy 'Scriptares , the divine 
Beame , and the moſt exact 
Bailance, by the which all que» 
ſtions 


—_ 
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ſtions in Religion ought to be 
determined ,- and may be clea- 
red : And yet, how loth and un- 
willing are -we Chriftians to 
give unto-our lawful Soveraign, 
that ' certaine right and due, 
the which by Gods Word ap» 
parently belongeth unto- him, 
1n reſpect of his'place 2. + + + 


"XII. 


Wo AT Arcs Attilins Regalu 
LW HF} a Roman, who had of: 
ten * Conquered ' the 


Carthaginians , was at length 


taken/[captive by them ; as: the 
Romans. had taken ſome of:the 
Carthaginians. The Carthagini- 
axs. delirous to redeeme their 
Country-men, and upon that 
condition , content to enfran- 
chize thoſe who they had taken 
from the Romans, toke only an 
oath of this Marcus Attillize, 

os to 


bens =, 6, op ek. tend am, tis. we 
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to returne if he did not ”==y ({o 

a-J ſacred, and ſure a bond was an 

n-] -Oath: held 'amongſt the very 

to Heathen) and: 'ſo ventured to 

n,f| ſend himto Rowe , totreat with 

IC, F their Adverſaries about it, He 

P* | alſo for his part made ſo.grear 

m8 conſcience of an Oath, that- he 

referred his *dath before his 

life ; For, when he was at Rome, 
where he might: have ſtayed if 
he would, and knew,-if he:did 

@ | goc back , he ſhould-undergoe F 

f: | torments, and a:moſt miſerable 

JF death; yet he.choſe'rather to 

hf expoſe himſelfeto the hands of 

CF his enemics, then to break his | 

© | Covenant, and perjure himfelfe. | 

- | Oh how ſhall theſe Heathen rife 

Ir F up in judgement againſt its, who 

have the Word of God expreſly 

to bind: us to, the reverence.and 

obſetyance of -an :Oath ! and 

many of us make no.regard 

thereof : Haye we never _ 

t 
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the 0uth of Sn e? Havel 6 
we nevertaken the 04th of Hey 
geance? Have we never beech 
Officers? Iam ſure foe of wk; 
have: How. then can vnr for-fl 
ter 0arhes ſtand with otr pre 
{ent At#ions FE: to 


XI11. | FP 


ſword, and asktd bo a 
that beheld him , Whe: 

thir 3} weve yet fhurp enough ! 

Anſwered , That it was ſharpt 

't) Thee they Calnywnie(t). From thence 


q _ ns, that Calumpee finketh 
VU Mm 2rvello 


ercath farte , au f& 

' curting z and if 4 
; (word be ſharper then chat, lt 
I needs nv mote whetting, What 
Pp a 'dcbmobr and deſperate Apt 
E them dot we now live in, wht 
in we :wot oily thake no Tor: 
frieace; or ſcruple, to wound 


ſome 


ne ©. Gn tim em. Bad Tn 
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ſome of our a__— with 


ſwords, and fword;. ſharper then 
Calne; but moſt unworthily 
profume to. ſtrike at:thoſt,, ro 
whom God hath ſubjeed us; 
whom, of all othors,in mapy re- 
ſpecs, we are moſt juſtly. bound 
tolave, hoxour, and de , 
fox whom we ought to- lay 
roar" our owne _ if need 


mes. £ 
XIV. 


d EEEEEED 


name of Daftaxdicaſt in 

his teeth, at a Banquet, 
for that he refuſed 10-play at 
Dice-: Fam,1 confeſſe; 4 Daſtard, 
(faith he) and fearfull in all dif 
honeſt cauſes. Menar6now ter 
med Delawquents.,  Malignants, 
Rebels , if they will not in a di- 


ſtemperedcholer,renounce their 
ſub- 
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ſubjeRion, break their oathes, 
and'beare Armes; or.in ſome 0- 
ther manner make oppoſition 
againſt their lawfull Soveraign: 
For me, let my name ſtand any: 
where, in the moſt iferacefull 
characters, though in a 'Chroni-. Þ { 
cle, for ſuch 'a Delinquent, Ma-'}j 01 
l;znant, Rebel. l:allow not re- || 
viling, but 1:ſhould-not grudge 2 
tobe [teviled- for being Loyal. Z 
As with an undaunced refoluti- Þ| it 
on Fob ſaid in another caſe, | 0! 
ſo let me fay' in this, thowgh I} Nl 
mine þ-rte 4 ſhould write a Yb 
book againſt me:;not only ſay || 
what:evill he pleaſe, bur write | tf 
againſt 'me, and that even an” 1 
whole ' Book of acciiſations ; || ft 
would I be put out of heart, or. Þ *« 
diſcouraged by it; would 1 not || Þ 
_W _ 5: take it upon my ſhoulders, and | 
" *.5.26, binde it 4s acropn unto me (8)? NS 
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Js G þ « Y. 
\ F He Hortenſius that 
V ſpruce Orator-im- 
Y 'Y.. moderately prai- 
-. | ſed Eloquerice, wherefore (ſaid 
- | one) would he lift ber up into 
- | Heaven, but that himſelf might 
e | go ap with her ([? wherefore dO (b) Cicero 


many now adays ſo carneſtly ”* Horn: 


ſtrive to ſet up their. SeeF.above 

-; | others, but that they are cun- 
; | ning in their Se above others ;_ 
; | but that they may be lifted up 
| with their Se&, and ride-upon 
the Cherubims 2 but becaule it 

is for their cxaltation and pre- 
ferment, that ſo they may come 

to be chief amongſt their neigh- 
bours ; but becauſe they may 
triumph upon the vantage. 

| ground of their place and po- 
wer : yea, lord it over the heri- 
fage, and tread - down their. 
neigh- 


Now Deſcants 
neighbours at their pleaſure ? 


XVI, 


Fogents, that cater 

I on 29 it plainly ap- 
voy! to oh; for all 

his Sram ſhewes, roy oe 


Ml vor 

with 

pride So 

dionific him- 

| hp: rat her favs. rhey, many 
of them; whonow are ſo-earneft 


=> Diſbepe, an A e_ 


dHgrace ; Bo. - ney 

Sin down with Biſhops, and! 
enjoy their-Lands and Livings 
for- their-fuppoſed- arrogancy , 
__ By hops axe not arro- 
t- to make onenow 

Fading ».' Reedyerias ? They 
cry 7 upon- the pride of 


Biſhops 


0 Rar or at TT OR SS 75 
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Biſhops fox ruling according. to 
RUA LE aud ng jp 

thar (o they themſelves may be 
ſubje& to no Law. that ſo they 
forſooth may come in time to 
ruleas they pleaſe, by their own 
arbitrary lawleſſe injunctions. 


XVII. 


> beholding Cardinall 

© l{ey when he was.in 

the height of his pompe 
and pride , when, ina Letter of 
his ſent to the Pape he was ſo 
out of his Politicks, and parts, 
as t9,-put himſclfe before -his 
King, 1 and my King ; Not My 
King and I, but I and my King ; 
could not bat break out into 
theſe words,," / pity this proud 
Cardizall , that neither knoweth 
others, nor himſelfe, What true 
thankfull Miniſter can now with 
patience.endure to {ce ſo many 


& proud , 


2J 
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proud Presbyters {6 ſancily to in- 
, ſult and triumph'over: their B1- 
ſhops, by whom they have been 
admitted into their {acred fun- 
ions, and not cxpreſle himaſelf 
with tears,'and fay , 1 am wery 
ſorrowfull for the inſolencie of 
theſe men, who have no remem- 
brance left, by whoſe hands they 
have recerved their Orders, and 
(which #® more ſtrange) have no 
right or cleare hoogles what they 
are themſer ves. 


XVIII. 


Tewrgws being importu- 
ned to eſtabliſh a Popular 
Eſtate amongſt the Lace- 
demonians, that fo _ leaſt, and 
meaneſt, and moſt unfit to rule; 
might beare Tike ſway with the 
orcateſt,and wiſeſt , fitly anſwes 
red, That he who moſt defired it, 
ſhould begin it firſt at home in hil 


owne 


upon OlaPRevords. 
owne houſe ; preſuming that in a 
private family,Peri#y would ne- 

| {| ver be long liked. There are 

" | now that fo carneſtlyTong for 

| Equality in the Church, that they 

' | will no longer d;PÞae for it, but 

Þ micanc to feb for it ; And fince 

- | they cannor bring it in with 

' | their 702m , they will there- 

1 & fore take help of heir hands. 1 

v8 would all fo minded would 

JI learne fome wit from Lycw one, 
in their a»ger , and firſt weigh in 
judgement, by the poiſe of wit- 
dome, in the ballance of indiffe- 
rencie, hanging upon the beame 
and rule of right, the inconveni- 
ence of ym downe all Oth- 
cers, and eſtabliſhing communi- 

ty of rule inan Army, and. then 

; | conſider, whether the kke equall 
Maſterdome may be juſtly put 

& F upon the Church, which is andAr- (1 
» $1 with banners (1). 6. 4: 


C 2 When 
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X 1 X. 


Ar 7 Hen a young man, 
| with whom Plats 
found fault for 


{ 

( 

f 
playing at Dice, ſaid, Doe yos þ 
find fault with me for ſo ſmall i © 
matter? The matter s ſmall " 
(quoth Plato) but the cuſtome off © 
(k) Dis- it is no ſmall matter (k). A goo 
ea 147% remembrance for all thoſe w 
"-have any Tenth tobring up, tolf 


loſophor. | 
hs. be very carefull to keep them 


from evill practices, leſt th Is 
grow paſt ſhame in inning ; fa fli 
if Caftome once prevaile, and ge} 
the-place , it will diſcover nf 7” 
{mall wicked power, it will tak thy 
away all ſenſe and feeling off ** 
finne. Bur it is worth a notin} ** 
alſo for another reſpeRt : Then ©" 
is great exception taken, mudf ©*! 


complaint made, and even cri 
revenge execnted, becauſe ſoft 
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Miniſters heretofore have been 
ſilenced, and put from their Li- 
vings for Rites and Ceremonies, 
(the which indeed are urged,not 
for 07nament, much Jeff Nece}- 
ſity of Gods ſervice, but for 0y- 
der and Politie onely, and as a 
meane to teſtifie 'Subjettion to 
the lawfull power of the. CMa- 
Sifrate.) What? ſay ſome,lwho 
© little think how they have done 
FS much worſe themſelves , plun- 
dered , tormented , murthered ) 


Is it not moſt __ hteous to in-- 


fit puniſhment for ſuch ſmall 


| matters ? 7s it not cruell to de- 
"ly prive men and their families of 


their livelyhood, for rejedting 


2 matters of circumſtance , and , 
. = moaths in comparifon? The mat- 


J ters are ſmall, I grant, but the 
contempt of Authority is not 
{mall. But O, a great neceſlaty 


F lycth upon Azthority, to vindt- 


x cate it ſelfe from contempr. 
C3 The 
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The contempt of Autherity, 
though in the ſmalleſt matter, 
deſerveth no fmall puniſhment. 
Wherefote were 4aam and Eve 
condemned ? Not for the fruit, 


but for the forb:dden. 
but a Presbyter '» one of 


X XY. 
(i Churches of Alexan- 


drie,took upon bim to give holy 
Orders : _ = _ nous 
ing approv the Church ? 
vr tes he himſelfe Was cen 
ſyred for great preſumption, 
and they taken for meere Zay- 
men whom he had Ordained. 
The truth whereof is ſufhciently 
teſtified by two Ancient and 
Learned Fathers of the Church, 
CAthanaſim and Epipbaniae. 
From whence then, I marvel}, 
came their warrant, who being 
no 


Olmbes , being himſelfe 
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no more but _ — a- 
ny farther Apogſtelicallauthorit 
dr bold 4 patar* hands, 4 
bleſſe, and ordaine other Prieftse 
Can they confirme and juſtifie 
this, cirber by the Scriptures, of 
pracice of the Church 2 Was 
not the opinion of the Primitive 
Church otherwife ! But O! what 
Chriſtian can chooſe bur bluſh, 
and; grieve, and groang, when 
they wha are aotnks Orders 
themfelves; neither Priefts, nor 
Deacows.,dare order and appoint 
Priefss for the people ? O whata 
company of falſe Prophets have 
we.nomabroad, in theſe unruly 
tirncs, Put-into office, and ſer on 
work but by the next great per- 
verſe Schiſmatick ? 


ge” 
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XX 1I.: 


Reat was the enmity of 
Pyrrhus to the Romans ; 
yet nevertheleſſe did he 


give" this praiſe unto Fabritius, 
That 4 man might as ſopnt turne 
the Saunne out of his courſe', as 
inrne him from the truth and ho- 
x#eftie-: He would not beſ{obafe: 
as'fiot t6 doe his'mortall enemy! 
right :'He would not deftaud/a” 
Roman of his deſerved Commen'- 
dation. But-O ! felfe-love* is 
growne now a-dayes'ſo difcour- 
teous.” and envious,” that if :an! 
enemy have never ſo 'commen-! 
dable gifts,” be he learned, ho-! 
neſt, humble; and in part, what: 
not, that is yertuous, yet it can- 
not afford him one good word. 
No, though he weed encourage- 
ment. Nay, let a mans righte- 
ouſneſſe , proceeding from a 
lively 
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lively faith indeed, and contrite 
ſoule, exceed the righteouſneſſe of 
Fabritius ; yer if he be but diffe- 
rent in affetion , or diſtant in 
judgement from us, our lips 
hall ſleight him, if others comr- 
mend him ; and malice him , if 
others 1maintaine him : Nay 
though they doe it , not to 
flatrer hims, but to magnific God; 
Not for the increaſe of Maxs 
pride, but for the advancement 
of Gods glory. 


. 


XXII. 


Riſtotle having gotten 
oreat learning from Pla- 


0, by whom: he was 
taught no leſfle then ten yeares, 
afterwards became a great ene- 
my unto him,and by all meanes 


ſought his diſcredit. A courſe 
cleane contrary to all Moral 


rules,and eyen comman humane 


C5 Cl- 
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cwility : the which unchankful- 
nefle cauſed Plato to call him 


' (MeElim ule (1), The property of | 
Cnr-bif which beaſts is, when they have 


well filled themſelves with their 
mothers milke, to beat their 
dams with their heeles for a re- 
compence. Well may our Vuz- 
verſiies, the Narſeries of Gods 
Vineyard,the Seminaries of Chri- 


ſfian Learnine , and Fountaines 


of holy Religion,yea the cyes.the 
light; the — the Gale, the 
ſeaſoning of the whole Land, 
take it yery unkindly, that ſome | 
of them , whom they have not 
onely taught , bur maintained 
with all neccffaries, ſome tenne 
yeares, ſome more, ſhovld now 
be found their greateſt oppo- 
ſers : This may be-an Ariſteteti- 
as, an Heavhenifh, but ſurcly no 
Chrift;ax requitall. Such unwor- 
thy diſciples, diſſemblers , may 
be Men in countenance, but in 
condition Mules. S08- 
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Oeretes at a banquet fal- 

ling at oddes with one of 

his familiars#- and openly 
rebuking him : Plata could not 
bold, bur faid unto him, How 
much better bad this been ſpoken 
privately ? And bad net you 
thes done better 10 have told me 
fo privately *? quorh Socrates. 
Plato could ſee Socrates his fauk 
of unſeaſonable reprehenfion , 
bu: his owne he could nor per- 
ce ve, Look but amongſt your 
boly Brethyen, your rant Prote- 
ftants, your devout D (ſemblers 
now- a-dayes, and they are not 
halfe ſo forward in examining 
themſelyes, as in finding pecea- 
dillzrs in others : and they are 
are not halfe fo curious in their 
owne, 25 they are captious and 
cruell over other mens lives. 
They 
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They can readily accuſe others 
of blackneſſe and ſpirituall de- 
formities, ſaying, They are wic- 
ked, He u naught, They are Att- 
ztichriſtian; but. when doth any 
one of them, though he' hath 
been in open Rebellion , {mite 
himſclfe on. the chigh, ſaying, 


0h what have Taone ? They can 


e4zcat the wote in their brothers 
eye, but care not for putting out 


the beame in their- owne ſight or 


They:cannot beare with a few 
infirmities of their brethrew, no 
not of their Fathers, but their 
owne foule enormities they can 
cafily conccale and continue. 


XXIV. 


Y Elaretus a Lacedemonien, 
ÞP though a man highly de- 
; ſerving, was not choſen to 
be.one of the 300. which was 4 
degree of honour at Sparts ; and 

yet 
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yet he was ſo far from complai- 
ning, or grudging, or grieying 
thereat, that, when others mar- 
yelled at, his contentment, and 
inquired of his reaſon, he told 
them, That he rejoyced at the_- 
happineſſe of that Common- 
wealth, that it had three hundred 
men more worthy to governe then 


37 


bimſelfe (mv, How many are (m)Puw. 


there in theſe times of cleaxe '* bis &- 
knowledge, wherein it is appa- 4 


rently knowne, that true godli- 
nefle teacheth every man con- 
rentment with that orbe and 
place wherein he is ſer, with that 

ortion -which God hath given 
him, (who, as ſore eyes are of- 
tended at clearnefle of light, ſo 
envy at the brightneſle. of other 
mens vertues , and proſperity; : 
who fret themſelves becauſe of 
other mens wealth, or honour, 
and are enyious againſt other 
mensadvancement:) How many 
| rage 


oth. 
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(n) Sp4r- 
T14nmus 1t 
Caracal. 
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rape and ftorme like ef olur, 
thar not three hundred, nox 
three , bur ſome one worthier 
perſan is preferred before them. 


XXV. 


Nyoninns Caracalla the 
Em . had murde- 
red his brother Gets, but 
was defirous, if it were poſhble, 
to preſerve his own credit: A 
Commandment therefore was 
given by him to Papinian, an 
excellent Lawyer, to defend at 
teaft, if not extoll, that his faR, 
before the Senate and People 
Bnt what faid Papinian? A 
murder is not ſo eafie to be ex- 
eufed, as committed (n). By 
the meanes of ſome coverous, 
ambitious, pettiſh,and newfang- 
kd Minifters,a ſpirtuallmurder 
hath been of late executed upon 
the legally confirmed formeof 


Our 
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our Divine Service ; the which 
hath been burned, or torne in 
picces, or otherwilc maſſacred, 
or made away, without any 
exception of x oe facred pants 
of it, in. foe the which rhey might 
well have forborne aiche reſt : 
If the occafioners of this mur- 
der (for all therr rare fuppoſed 
wiſdome) were themfetves, and 
not others for thE . appointed ro 
juſtifie rheſe their own projects, 
not by force of 4rmes, but 4x- 
enments : I make no doubr bit 
ws will apparemly be found, 

ough not fo unwilling ro at- 
wc. it, as heathenifh Papinias, 
(for what dare they not nnder- 
take?) yer more unable toper- 
forme & : vg —— 
"v9; ont of ev nehil, bat 

lid and ſubſe Any ; reaſons 
pn but in few grounds, 


Zyenrgm 
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Tenrgus (ſaith Plutarch) 

was wot ſo well —_ ; 

when ſeeing the Lacedeme- 
wians drink too much,and fall to 
drunkennefle, and ſo to further 
Sin, he commanded to cut down 
their Vines, and would not ſuf- 
fer any rogrow in that Com- 
xa Bb. : It had been better 
(faith he) to have digged wels 
near to the Vines,er ſo _—_ allai- 
ed and i;[waged the ſtrength and 
licoriſhneſſe of wine with water : 
If our Forts, if our Communien- 
Tables, Pulpits, Seates, Temples, 
have been abuſed in time of 
Popery, with a multitude of Su- 
perſtitious Ceremonies, and 
needleſſe inventions, what 2 
ſhall we therefore uſe them no 
more 2 Rather let us uſe them 


no more ſo. What? ſhall we 
| there- 
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therefore. give them over 2 that 
were ſtrange frowardnefle and 
folly.” Rather. let us uſe. them 
better. And-even herein have 
we the example of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour , who. did 
not condemne: Moſes chaire tot 
the life of d'Phariſee , but prea- 
ched where they had preached, 
though - they were notorious 
hypocrites, though. he denoun- 


.ccd ſomany woes againſt them, 


4s 'againſt :none +more; yer, 
though cehs 'Femplein his _ | 
were becomes dew of theewes , 
yet then and there ſent he. up 
deyvourand holy Prayers. -. 


XX VII. 
Pn the younger, A Pa: 


" 25m:;; writing \unto Tra. 
> - joman heathen Emperour, 
of the converſation and: beha- 
viour of the Chriſtians of that 


time 
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time ; confefieth thews free from 
all famkes, and pi. 9906 Pie 4- 
cal Prence _ except 
Skis that before break of « 5 
they uſually met and prayed toge- 
ther, and ſang preiſes unto God, 
An excellent ary in the 
general for all Chriſtians ro the 
i a to beep — 
. unſpocted from the wor 
to kcep | their devotion at all 
times tharp and ready. But © ! 
if there were a Certificatenow ta 
be made, our Chriftian people 
could not be charged with any 
ſach fault , for not oncly/pray- 
mg on the week day withone ac: 
cord in theTemple,but cyenpray- 
ing on theSabbath is gtown quite 


ther the thew, or thadow of i i, 
hah thru& ?; quite out 
doores.” O: Smppiicetions, whit 
ther are you fled £ O' Prayers, 
whitherare pou gone 7 O 1nter- 
ceſcrons, 


our of requeſt. Preaching, or ra-* 


Th % Aa a ow VF: ou wd 


wan n » 
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| it were to be wiſhed, are bound 
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cefiiens , and giving of thanks, 
4 5 rank. of v1 O come 
againe you Supplications and 
Prayers, O xeturne you Jnter- 
ceſſions and giving of thanks : 
Oh that all fuch may be uſually 
made againe, for all men , for 
Kings, 41d for all that are in au- 
thority, that we mey lead a quiet 
awd a peaceable Life, in all gad- 
livefje 45d honeftic (0). {e) 1 Tim, 


XXVIL. " 


Reade, how the Chriftians 
| from under Preſley Fobn , 
the great King uf «/£thiopte, 
who -profcfferh the faith of 
Chriſt, though not ſo purely as 


under great penalties, whenſoc- 

ver they have received the: holy 

Sacrament, _ fo — war 

ts ſpit, wntith the going c of 

the Sun(p). Fearing,no _ (ory E 
c 
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leſt they ſhould any way ſceme 
tofleight thoſe holy myſteries, 
wherein the unſpeakable benefit 
of life everlaſting, purchaſed for 
them by the death and paſſion 
of Feſus Chriff,js gracioutly re- 
preſented-unto them. Thereis 
no- Nation -under the Sunne , 
better inftruced in the know- 
ledge of the Sacraments , or 
any other points conducing 
to Salvation, then our Engliſh 
people are: And yet what ſmall 
difterence are we foulely falne 
of late to'make, berweene the 
Bread and Wine at the Com- 
munion, -and at other common 
times © O- are we afraid to pit 
preſently after the receiving of 
them © I mean, Are we afraid of 
giving any apparence of want 
of reſpet 2 Nay,what rude and 
nngodly carriages and practi- 
ces. proceed from many of us, 
both before and after an 
: avec 
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. his life, by the 


ſcore and ſix ou have I ſerved 
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have beene partakers of the 
Lords Table ? 


$$ | 


Olycarpus that ancient Fa- 
ther, the Apoſtle Saint 


Fohs's Scholar, as he was 
led to puniſhment, being per- 
ſwaded by the Ro to ſave 

enying of 
Chr:ſt, made this anſwer, Foxr- 


him, and be hath never hart me ; . 

how can 1 now ſorſake him, that | 
hath hitherto preſerved me ? (q) (q) Euſcb. 
Though not fourſcore and fix E: #i- 
yeares, yet many yeares, may "+7 
many ſay, they have religiouſl 
obſerved the memory of ebrifl 
Nativity, Circumciſion, Paſſion, 
vidorious Reſurrection, glorious 
Aſcenſion into heaven, and gra- 
cious ſending of the holy Ghoſt up- 
on his Diſciples ; neither have 
they 


33+ Jo 


New Deſrants 


they received any evil, any un+ 


kindneſſe from him all thr 
while; O unthankful creatures, 


- then, unworthy rolive, move, 


or have their being, if any thing 
ſhould makerhem now,to leave 
off ſerving him ar ſuch times, 
and fall a ferving themſelves. 


XXX 


'He hnmaniry of Theſexs 
was much talked of, and 


yonchſafed wirh his own hands, 
to waſh'the dead carkfles of his 
Sonfdicrs flain ar Thebes. What 
ſhaTl we ſay, or think, of rhe 
goodnefſe of our grand Cap- 
raine, 'Cuxrsr, Lord of Lords, 
who was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſsjons, and broken for our ini- 
qarties,and with whoſe ſtripes we 


(r) Elly are healed? (x) who for our 


fake did ſweat drops of blood, 


frick- 


wwe a 6 ep + Q © © — =» 


wondred ar, in that he . 
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1 rnickling downe to the graund? (1) (1) Luke 
who diſdained not to wath away ** 44: 
, | ourſins with his owne moſt pre- 

- | cious blood © ſhall we not ralk 

of him © thall we not wander at 

him ? ſhall we not willingly 

. | rake upall occafions tro remem- 

" | berhim 2 ſhall wegrudge him 

any day that ever was celebra- 


ted in remembrance of any of 
his unmatchablebenefirs £ 


F 
XXXI. 


Hgerins Bucbequizes ſorn- 
times Ambaſſadour to 
=che great Tayke, aſfurcth 


ns, that in their Synagogues 
they uſe ſo-great reverence, that 
if they doe bur wirh one finger 
#rarch their heads, whilſt they 
are worſhipping, they think all 
their Devotion is loſt : yea they 
uſe to ſay, Would we norbe care- 
full of all onr reſpedts., oar ge- 


nes, 


48 


(t) Legat. 
Turcice 
Epiſt, 3. 
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ures. our looks, our words, if we 


were to ſpeak with one of the Baſ- 

ſaes ? How much more then whey 
we ſpeak to God ?(t) ' How much 
worſe then are they then /Turks, 
who come into theit publick af 
ſemblies, where: God hath pro- 
miſed tobe more eſpecially pre 
ſent, without any ſuch ſpirits of 
lowlinefle and- dread © with 
out any | fuch: 'meditations; of 
thoughts of awe to obey him, 
or feare to. difpleaſe him *? and 
there ſpeak to God as unreve 
rently-and raſhly., as if zhey 
were! amongſt 'their, compant 
ons'z: Should: they. come with 
the like diſreſpe&t and unman- 
nerly ſpeech but to an earth] 


'Judge, Take. away that ſaucie fe 
tow, ſaith the Judge.;: Commit 


(u) Pal, - 
$2.1, 


him. ' O:- remember that Gul 
ftandeth in” the congregation of 
Princes , he # 4 Fudge among# 
Gods (u): O conſider.that even 

" Kings 
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FI Kings and Princes are to praiſe 
f God, and all the Fudges of the- 
* | world (W). («) Pal, 
« XXXI1, 148, 11, 
f Heodoſizs the Emperour 
F : being by perſwaſion 
© moved to keep from 
oF the Church,till he had humbled 
ir his ſoulc by t true repentance, for 
F the great murther committed 


by his meanes in Theſſalonica,, 
(for I cannot think that he'was 
excommunicate, (whatſoever the 
Canonilts {ay contrary) neither . 
ſtandeth Excommunication of 
Princes upon any good ground, 
ſeeing they have no ſuperiour 
Judges upon earth : but How 
wilt thou, ſaith Saint Ambroſe, 
(according to his duty unto 
him, ſceking to ſave the Princes 
ſoule with the hazard of his own {x))Theod. 
life) receive the Lords Body with _ _ = 
4 bloody hand (x\? was never 4 

D quiet 


mv 
| > 
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niet in heart rill he was freed 

rom that impediment ; ceafed 
not in brackiſh teares to bewatſe 
his wretched eſtatc, and w by 
day with great carneſtneſle to 
crave reſtitution , till he was at 
laſt ne received into the 
Church, to praiſe the Lord in the 
great congregation, and among # 
much people. How farre from 


and hearty love to the Church, 
are they now a-dayes, who have 
wilfully divided and rent them- 
{clves from our Church, con- 
temned our Sacraments , and 
condemned our Religion as An- 
tichriſtian, in the meane, while 


meetings and fecret Convent 
cles ? 


Py- 


Theodoſins his humble ſpirit, 


betaking themſelves to private | 


upon old Records, 
XXXIIT. 
Pitonte boundall thoſe, 


whom he received into his 
Schoole, to five yeares ſi- 
lence , thar they 4 not fly 
before they war tm (_ 
ſoone as ever they afar ove 
the ſhell, rhey mig ight noe aſpire 
to the houfe top , that 
rongues might not run before 
their wits.z that they might hear 
fuſiciently: before they | fpake 
botdly'+-and ſo ſtrong was: his 
dulss/ the, ſo.much did hisword 
provaule ' with them, that faith- 
tally and conſtantly they obſer- 
| ved his commandment. Man' 
Tators now a-daycs, 'thoug 
wiſer & better then Pythagoras, 
 yot; ſeeing their young ones too 
forward to make wing, cannot 
+} poſlibly beat them back into 
the neſt ; yer cannot kecp their 
D 2 Puw- 
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Pupils within the limitsof Tear- 
ners five yeares ; no, nor foure 
yeares, till they have taken 
ſome Degree in Schoole , bur 


they muſt necds inall haſte take 


upon them the ſacred profeſſion 
of preaching Gods Word ; and 
not onely ſome thin, obſcure,tg- 
norant Country. Pariſhes ,- but 
Feruſalem, andthe chiefe Cities, 
burthe greateſt congregations, 
and the moſt knowing -people 
muſt rake notice of: their ripe 
and rare intelligence, ;in their 
owne,though raw.in.other tnens 
opinions. . Being drunken with 
pride, they delight to beſcen in 
the moſt publick aflemblics:,' as 
there are ſome that muſt [needs 
ſhew themſelves in the:market, 
or. Faire; * being! drunken with 
Wine, or ſome meaner liquor: 


-.Thete 
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T Here were three Ambaf- 
ſadours ſent from Rome, 
to Bythizia-, to appeaſe 
the d.ſcords , and ſalve up the 
differences - betweene Nicome- 
des and Pruſias ; whereof one 
was troubled with an aking in 
his head, another with the gout 
in his toes, and the third with a 
fainting in his heart. Of this 
Ambaſlage what ſaid Cato? The 
people of Rome ſend 'an Ambaſ- 
fage, that hath neither "head, nor 
foot, nor heart, Were Cato Major 
now alive againe, to ſee our new 
counterfeit Legats, without any 
ſacred authority , without any 
competent ability, taking upon 
them ſacred functions ; how 
worthily might he ſay of them, 
that they have neither heads of 
true learning, nor feet of right 
obedience, nor hearts of godly 

D 3 fince- 
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ſincerity :. Fitter for 7nnovatios, 
then Adminiſtration , fitter to 
| make differences, then to recon- 
cile them ;and to ſcatter the 
ſheep of Chriſt, then to gather 
them together : fitter to raiſe 
falſe reports, and to put their 
hands with the wicked to be un- 
righteous wicneſles, then to be 
righteous reformers, 


XXXYV. 


Lexander ſceing one of 
| his Souldicrs going to 

his dart, .when 
all other were going to- fight, 
caſheer'd him, and caſt him out 
of the Army, ſaying, He was un- 
worthy of a place in an Army, 
who'was them to provide Armes, 
when he was to uſe them. How 
much more is he. unworthy to 
be a Leader in; the Spirituall 
Army, to aſceng into Moſes 


chaire, 


) 
} 
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chaire, who is then to provide, 
when he is to put on, who is 
then to prepare when he is to 

reach ? how can ſuch a one 
chuſe but diſguiſe the holy word 
of God, and prophane it one 
way or other ? He that ſpeaketh 
ſodainly ſhall neyer ſpeake pro- 
ficably, but preſumerh too far 
upon his owne-gifrs , and. tov 
much undervalueth the good of 
Gods people, and the buſineſle 


he hath in bang, ,QtrofiThould 


Rift were, ſeaſoned with ſat, 


that it may neinifter grace anvo 
the bearers ;, How much more 
when the Law of Gad is pub- 
lickly ſought for at our mouths, 
and to be uttered by us againft 
noted and cunning Schiſma- 
ticks, and Hereticks z when we 
are openly to wreſtle , not a- 
oainſt feſh and blood. onely, but 


azainſt principalities, dg ainſ 


D 4 powers, 
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powers, againſt the Rulers of the 
darkeneſſe of this world, againſt 
ſpiritaall wickedneſſe in high pla- 


ces (y) ? 


XXXVI. 


\ VenFoar that greatly 
= learned , and experien- 
ced Phyſitian afhirmed, 
that he never gave purgation , 
but his heart did ſhake many dates 
betare ; though no doubr, 10 
ſcionable, as long to commiiſte 
with his owne heart, and with 
the chicfeſt Maſters: he could 
meet withall' in his profeſſion, 
that the. cure might the better 
proſper under his hands, & that 
ſucceſſe might anſwer expecta- 
tion : How audacious then and 
infenfible, and diffolute in-their 
undertakings arethey, who be- 


ing Phyſitians of ſoules, never 
delt- 


2 
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deliberate with themſelves what 
hurt bad phyſick may doe, or 
take any ſerious thoughts how 
their counſel! may be moſt ct- 
fectuall; who never weigh their 
preſcripts by the proportion of 


faith (2), never ſuite their words z Rom.1z 


to the wholſome words of © 


the Lord Jeſus (a), but irreve- ax Tim.6: 


rently, and unworthily, rudely, 3: 
and raſhly adminiſter all their 
doctrines , inſtructions, corre- 
ions , conſolations , withour 
ether dread of bad haps to fall 
out, or delire of good ſucceſſe 
to follow, W zhour either art or 
paines in the reading and com- 
poling, or awfulneſſe, and heed- 
fulneſſe in recolleQting and.deli- 
vering £ 
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Lacedemonieu having 
Le aqura=ri the feathers 
nightingale,that not 
long 20 had: given a delicate 
-and raviſhing Send, and feen |} 

2 Plutarch but 2 little leane cation left (bd; 
in Apoph. ;hog art 4-Voice, ſaith he, u0ug bt 
hace elſe, Your new faſhioned Gees 
mons (o full of edification, as 
fome conceive, ſeeme, in the 
eares of ſuch admirers, rare and 
excellent muſick , ſo far oyer- 
reaching others notes , as the 
#ightingale in mclody paſleth al 

the reſt of the birds of the wood: 
but pluck off the feathers from 
the Sfrourles the newes, and 
more, neyes of the times, the 
ſeditious contumelices, and trea- 
cherous invectives, the idle di- 
oreſſions and multi. ide of 
words; as thoveh they knew 
21 
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their hearers could underſtand 
nothing, except they told it 
them twenty times over : Diſ- 
robe them of ſuch their cir- 
cumqnaques, and circulations to- 
no purpoſe; wherein they run 
their rounds, and yer perſwade 
their hearers, that rhey goe right 
forward, with great ſobriety and 
dravity ; Difinantle them of 
fuch vaine and frivolous orna- 
_ ments, wherewith they are au- 
daciouſly clothed, and lay them 
naked to the view of true rea- 
ſon, and the body of all their 
long ſtories, what ſhew ſoever 
it made before the fimple, is but 
a poor \leight carcaſſe, and hath 
no title or matter of ſubRance 
in it, 
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that a Soorhſayer could ab- 

ſtainefrom laughter, when- 
ſoever he beheld another So0th- 
fayer. And why ? but becaule 
che moſt ignorant of them 
could not. but imagine , how 
the moſt skilfull amongſt them 
did but gull rhe people, with the 
couſlening tricks which they 
played; with their pretended 
divinaticns by theliver, and the 
heart ,. and other entrailes of 
beaſts., when nothing can be 
truly diſcerned by any ſuch un- 
warrantable' way. And can we 
thinke that our new Teachers 
do.not Jaugh when they meet 
one another, and upon that oc- 
caſion conſider, how no Sooth- 
ſa'ers do more deceive their cli- 
ets, then they their bearers, 
by 


Ta ſeemed a maryecll to Cato, 
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by calling hungry gueſts unto 

empty tables, andillnding them 

with the ſhew of diſhes without 

. | meat; by feeding them with 
words in place of 'matter ; and 
roaring & railing in ſtead of rea- 

| ſons.c)* Can we poſhbly thinke < Ezech. 

* | that they donot highly applaud ** * 

| themſelves, when they recount 

7 their wicked profits, how they 

| have ravened the prey,how they 

have devoured ſouls, how they 

| have taken the treaſures of pre- 

| tious things, how they have de- 

| voured widewes houſes, and for 

; a pretence made long prayers ? 

| (d)But woe unto you that are rich, d Mar.23, 

for you have receined your conſo- '* 

lation ;, woe unto you that are full, 

for you ſhall hunger , woe unto you 

that laugh now, for you ſtal 

mourne azd weepe ; woe unto you 

when all wen ſha ſpeake well of 

yor, for [0 d.d their Fathers to the 

falſe Prophets, (E) e Luke 6 


Ka all 
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* Ither take fromthy mind, 
or adde to thy might, was 
the well ſeaſoned coun- 

ſell of .Hrchidamas to his Son : 
And indeed what wiſe man will 
reach above his height, or offer 
to carry more then he is able ? 
Is ft not a vaine thing, not to 
proportion our attempts to our 
ſtrengths, our practiſes to our 
knowledges ? A good worke is 
never ſpoiled more, then when 
itis handled with much animo- 
ſity,- but little ability, Oh all 
ye young Divines, who, for all 
your breaſts ſo hot, your 
words ſo fierce, your peſtnres 
ſo vehement, arc too Reine 
i undertaking controverſies 
with the learned and” politick 
Jeſuires, the chiefeſt of alt the 
popiſh Rabbres; by your want 


of 


| 


UM! 
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of exerciſe me wait of 
judgement in Scriptures”, 
animating them and their.diſci- 

in their crrours ; firſt. 1a- 

; tro be cunning in-your pro- 
feſion, and inthe light to your 
profeffion,and to all your paths, 

| | the Book: of God : Either re- 

- | crutte your fearn/27, or reftraine 

) 


your Keale, | 


X L. 


| THa the noble Roman, 
| who was. commonly moſt 
| free and liberall, confide- 
ring of Maris the younger's 
preferment, how unbeſeeming, 
and dangerous it was, ſaid, 
that a young man was firſt to be 
pointed to the oare ,. and 
then to the ſkerne; O how much 
more 15 this order to be con- 
ſtantly thought upon and care- 
tully kepe in the government of 
the 


UMI 
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the Church , the chiefeſt Ship 
that ever was built; where,as the 
calling is weighrier, ſo the dan- 
ger is-greater,, when Paſtoral 
charges are' committed ro unfit 
perſons ; oh then that now old 
and young are- put to ſteere be- 
fore they can row; oh-then that 
now men 'and boyes are {eras 
notable Pilots ro dire ' the 
Ships of Chriſtian congregati- 
ons, how to ſaile through the 
temmpeſts and waves, and to pals 
the ſands, and rocks, whereby 
im this ſubtile world they arc 
ſubject to miſcarry ; before they 
have learned themſelves. to a- 
void: one: rock , either of pre- 
ſumption or deſpaire ! before 
they are any whit experienced in 
their ſpirituall Card and Com- 
paſſe the Word: of God, by the 
which their whole voiages are 
to. be direRted;, and levelled ; 
they- are deſigned. to governe 


Ships 


a ©» hab -# a. 
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Ships loaden with more coſtly 
fraights , thenthe whole world 
and all the glory thereof is able 

to countervaile (tj, : _ 


X LI. 


Icero comming into the 
{ Province - which his 
brother 9uintrs, a very 
little man governed, and ſceing 
his picture drawne in_a very 
oreat ſtature,could not hold bur 


merrily ſaid : Halfe my brother 
Ay 


who _ bales (s). Mat b. 
What large acclamations and Sar, 
Lib... 3» 


eminent promotions, are hea- 
ped now adaies, upon ſome men 
by their fayorers, either be- 
cauſe they approve their waies, 
& conforme themſelves to their 
conditions , willing to wallow 
in the ſame puddle with them, 
ready to run with them: to the 
lame exceſle of riot ; or though 

they 
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they do not in all humors ac- 
cord, yet becauſe they conſent 
and joyne with them, in ſome 
hereſies, ſchiſme, or faction: be- 
tweene the valuation of whoſe 
worth and rewards, what pro- 
portion can any man find ? Are 
ſuch men worthy to be magni- 
fied, robe monneed ” Arc fock 
men firteſt to be placed im the 
met —_—_— above others. 
caule they ſtrongly ſupport a 
fide, and a 4c £5 to 
comrve milchicfe howtens: 
tbo or if tix ay =O | Fo 
tions wonderous weake, and un- 
expert, yea filly for their owne 
ſoals, and altogether without 
underſtanding of the matters of 
God? How juſtly may their 
impartiall brethren ſay , when 


they ſee ſuch men aloofe , and 


ry that halfe ſuch pras- 
e 


1, halfe ſuch preferments , if 


they be duely conſedered, are more 


then 
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then ſuch mens whole deſerts ? 


LET. 
{ſec uarys 


#5, an unlearned and un- 

worthy man, in compari- 
fon ( whatſoever Cyril partially 
thoaght. of him ) placed in 
S, Chryſofomes roome, a Father 
ſo Learned, ſo Godly, ſoskltull 
in the Scriptures, cryed out, 
0 ſhame who ts here placed? whons 
doth be ſucceed. (h)? We may 


juſtly lay the like of many of —_— 


the late intruders, | both: in- 
to Fellowſhips in Colleges , 


and Bencfices mthe Country ; 
what are theſe ? in whoſe roomes 


do they cexe ?. Are not falſe and 
flattering prophets, time-ſcr- 


' vers, trencher Chaplaines, ſet 


up in the roomes of ' Ortho- 
dox and conſciencibus Divyines? 
Are not greene heads not 
growne unto any” ripencſle of 
judge- 


67 
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judgement, obſtreperous bab. 
joe ſaucy Sub-Jacks pofleſled 
of the preferments of the Lear- 
ned and Ancient?Are there not 
thruſt into the dignities* of dif- 
crect, pious, and loyall Scho- 
lars, cauterized wretches, ſchif- 
'maticks and Rebels, as if rhey 
were to: be tutors and fattors 
for hell 2: And yet I amnotf6 
ſorrowfull that theſe things 
ſhould be done, as that they 
ſhould be praiſed under a 
counterfeit colour of Religiom 
Reformation. | . 


XLIIT. 


Ome not to me,as if I were 
4 neat-herd ,bt yeild me a 


or of thy dealing, 


quoth the ſick Philoſopher to the 
Phyſitian ;' He would not -ad- 
venture to take Phyſick;thoagh 
from a kirid Phyſician , ' upon 
meere 
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meere preſcription; but he look- 
e&d for ſome tarther aſſurance z 
and muſt have ſome ſatisfy- 
ing allegation : If thou come 
25 4 Spirituall Phyſitian to cure 
the ſores of any ſoul, come not 
to m2 with winning words as he- 
reticks uſe, who are wont firſt to 
incite, and then to 1nſtrutF, who 
in ſtead of reaſons,uſe exclamati- 
ons, (broken reeds for any man 
toleane upon, that hath any care 
of his ſoul ) who cry out /uſtily, 
but confirme lay, but come 
tome with pregnant profes, as 
true Prophets obſerve, - - who 
are accuſtomed firſt ro prove, 
and then to perſwade; I kke 
not the(e ſelf-fer aſſertions, as if 
all the: world were bound: to 
the -breath- ' of -- other mens 
mouths ;. 'ſhew me a proof'-tor 
that point thau wouldſt haye 
me:to belgevepr_ follow :. prove 
what thou- preacheſt, it I-ſhall 
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beleeve thee; I ſhall ever im- 
brace one full proofe before a 
thouſand flaunting prateſt ati- 
oxs. Tell not me of uſes only, 


and uſes upon uſes, I ſhallever | 


be afraid to. make uſe of the 
roome of that houſe , where | 
2m ill in doubt whether the 
foundation be fure. 


XLFV. 


T was an heroicall anfwer 
which was given by Charkes 


the fifth Emperour to fuck | 


as would' have perſwaded him 
not to ſend back Zuther, bei 

come unto him” under his 
conduct; that though 'the per- 
formances of '/ptomiles- wene 
cleare baniſhed-the fare of rhe 


earth, yet they ſhould be! kept 
by-an Emperour.. Going: often 
into the Sanfuary of God, and 
having thete'- clearly found: fo 

many 


{| 
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many precepts, for the reverent 
handling of Gods word , the 
which I hope, they have promi- 
ſed to. keepe, what though 


- Miniſters now adaies be ear- 


aeſtly perfwaded and urged 
to take the name of God in 
vaine,and to Preach extempore ? 
what —_— otherwiſe they are 
like to looſe all efteeme amongſt 
worldly men, and to be outed 
of all their meanes ? yet is it a 
good reſolution for every Prea- 
cher that feareth God , to im- 
brace and obſerve without ex- 
_ : Bethe impudent guize 
of others applauded, and admi- 
red and preferred, be fearand 
reverence baniſhed from the 
Church, I will never preſume 
toaſcend a Pulpit, without pri- 
vate and publick both prayer 
and premed:tation : By me the 
facred word of God ſhall never 
willingly be prophaned. 


The 
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XEV. ils 


He Lacedemonians bani- 

| ſhed Creſiphon, for that 
he vaunted that Þe could 
diſcourſe all the day of any ſub: 
je that was put unto him; they 
rhought that words ſhould not 
be long and empty, but thor 
and theſubje& of much matter; 
bur like pretions jewels ,- con- 
taine great riches in a little 


roome :, They conceived that | 


ſpeech oughr to be ſo precious 
a treaſure, as not to beuſed in 
vaine and waſtfully : But 
have the people ſuch an. evill 
conceir now acates , of copiam 


wverborum, of over-flowers with þ 


words, who for a drop of wi 
have a floud of elocution, who 
truſt more to the ſlipperyneſs of 
their tongues, then to the ſound- 
neſſe of their-cauſe; (or though 
they 
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they do not baniſh them,) do 
they miſlike to hear them 2 Do 
they not rather thinke their wil- 
dome to be as fluent as their 
words? Do they not rather 
take them for the beſt preachers, 
that can moſt vary phraſes, and 
take longeſt, and loudeſt, 
though nothing to the bufineſs * 
though much mudde of vanity 
muſt needs iſſue out, where the 
fluce of moderation is plucked 


| up, and paſſage given to all that 
' can be ſpoken. And yet how 


could the Lacedemonians come 


to hear what we have often 


heard , that for every idleword, 
though neither in it (elf falſe, 
nor yet hurtfull, and prejudici- 


; all unto others, ' and therefore 


much more for tedious Sermons 
full of tautologies, (beſides un- 
reaſonable,treacherous, and pro- 
phane matters ) a ſtrict account 


At- 
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X LV I. 


| Uguſtees Ceſar on a cime, 
as hewas patfing through. 


Rome, and ſaw certain 
ſtrange women lulling Apes and 
whelpes in their armes; What, ſaid 
he,have the women of theſe Coun- 
tries no other Children? Yourthat 
fo admire and run after thoſe; as 
the only profound- Teachers, 
who were never bred as Scho- 
lars; who underſtand not one 
of thoſe tongues whereinthe 4 
ly Ghoſt wrote, (great helps to 
learne his meaning) and there- 
fore cannot convince hereticks, 
21s true-Minifters ought ; for rhe 
tranſlations 6ftentaile ; and cans 
not alwaits expreſſe the force of 
words itt the Originall ; can you 
find in neither of our famous 
Univerſities, ſo learned and 66 
holy men, as theſe your new 
moun- 
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wometebanks , that .can monnt 


| from the boate or the coach to 


thewesk, from the ſhop-board to 
the Pulprz ? can you meet with 


4] nofironger workemen then ſuch 


weake hiwds 2 no better leaders, 

then ſich blind gnides ? no $kil- 

tiller Pilots, then ſuch as never 

= one Kague from the 
35 


\ XLVIL 


7K FT Henſocver Alex- 
/ ander the Great 
heard any plaintiff, 
he was wont to ſtop one eare; 
and being asked why he did fo ? 
anſwered , 1 keepe the other free 
for the defence of the accuſed y 
that ſo 1 may ſap indifferent till 
the truth be throughly canvaſſed : 
It an hexetick , or ſchiſmatick, 
Murtincere or Rebell can get the 
EY firſt 


Ty 
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firſt acquaintance - with ſome | | 
men ; he may caſily ſo foreſtall | | 
and fill both their cars with a | « 
falſe report, as to leave nof : 
roome for any farther informa+ | « 
tion;He may quickly lead them; I : 
or rather miſlead them, whither } * 
his perverſe humour inclineth, | » 
The firſt tale cunningly told car } a 

1 

; 


rieth the without baile or mair- 
prize into = crazed opinion, 
or carnal reſolution whatſoever, | a 
againſt their Country , Prince, | n 
yea God himſelfe, Alexandn} 
was not more reſerved, and ref al 
ſonable, then they are weake | 
and wilfull, F 


X LV IIT. 
FE read of then 
| who dwell about 
the fall of the Rt 
ver Nils, where it -tumbleth 


downe from high mountains, 
that 
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that they are made deafe by the - 


greatneſs of the ſound and noiſe ' 
of the waters. The many great 
and ſtrange lies that in theſe 
deſperate times have been'ſpread 
abroad by loud-founding 
Trumpets, all the Kingdom 0- 
yer; the tumultuous noiſe that 
all Proteſtant and conformable 
Divines, ate ranke _— , or 
Popiſbly affeed ; that their faith 
and ſervice is curſed and. dam- 
nable; that a ſer forme of pub- 
ligne Prayer is Anmichriſtianand 
abominable , and no- more ac- 
ory to ol then the wo 6 
ring of ſwines fleſh was under the 
7d which the Lord abhor- 
red; haye made many of the 
common people (and ſome no 
doubt 'who have a devotion-a- 
therwiſe to ſerve God aright) 
ſo hard and dull of hearing,that 
they cannot now for their hearts 
ud ſouls perceive the ſtill and 

E 3 ſoft 


78 


k De Nu- 
gis Can, 


New'Deſcamts 
oft voice -of ' the "truth; 


X LIX. 


age after the Conqueſt) havi 
written of a groſs Simonia 
bargaine ob 

ſhutterch up his narration thus; 
Notwithſtanding let our Lady and 
Mother the Church of Rome, bt 
as 4 ſflaffe bowed in the water, 
and let us not belceve what we 
ſee (k). Let a true Proteſtant 
give but any the leaſt advantage 
of ſuſpition, let him but looke 
over the hedge, (be the com- 
plaint never ſo falſe, the proof 
never ſo flender, the man never 
ſo guiltleſle ) the horſe is ſtoln, 
and he muſt needs be the man ; 
There is no pleading to be made 
to it, there 1s no beleeving the 
con- 


Alter Mape $. foind 
rs Pear 
of Oxford (the next 


by he-Pope, | 
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contrary : but let a braher of 
the fact1ox apparently commit a 
moſt foule offence, let him be 


- taken in the manner; let the 


caſe be clear by ſufficient wit- 
nefles ; yet we mult not beleeve 
all that we hear, or (ce, both ur 
eares and our cycs may be de- 
ceived; the. man may be right 
ſill as aſtaffe in the water, how 
bowed, how crooked ſoever it 


appear, 
F L. 


Enelope but. a heatheniſh 
Prom. was ſollicited by 

many unchaſte wooers to 
wrong her husband Ulyſſes, who 
had been abſent from her twenty 
years :yet neither by ſuiters pro- 
miſes, nor her owne Parents in- 
treaties, could ſhe- be drawn to 


breake her faith which ſhe had 


- made to her husband at his de- 


parture, bur ſtill remained fairh- 
E 4 full. 


| New Deſcants 


full. What Regiments , what 


Fleets of ſchiſmaticall and here: 
ticall wooers are now in the 


world, who under pretence of 


devotion, zcale, and good in- 


tendments compaſſe Seas and 


Land to make one of their 
profeſſion. ? and what a great 
cunning crew of them in 
theſe Kingdomes ? every man 
ſtriving, what he may, to. ad- 
vance and advantage his. cauſe. 
Theſe wooe the filly and ſimple 
fort of people, and with words 
of deceit ceaſe not to entice #n- 
ftable ſoules, to wrong Chriſt, 
ro breake covenant with him, 
and contrat themſelyes with 
new husbands (new Lords, that 
have new Laws which Chriſt 
never uſed :) but © take heed and 
beware,let none of theſe wooers 
wooe you z or if they woee you, let 
them not wiz you : be true to 
Chriſt your loving U/yſſes, your 


cruce 
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| true bridegroome, your dear $0- 


weraign, your gratious S4av10ur; 
O forger not his parables, his 
precepts, his ſentences, his Sa- 
craments, his prayer, his peace 
that heleft with.you.. 


LI. 


HMarcellizs, that he had to do 
with him; who could never be 


]- was C4nnibals ſaying of 


quiet, neither Conqueror nor Con- 


Ir. 


quered (1); but Conquering he 1 ptavin | 


would purſue his viRories, and vii Amit-: 


Conquered labour to recover 
his loſe: but much rather may 
a man ſay the like of Sataz , 
that great ramping Lion., the 


Arch-envier of our peace and. 


happineſſe, who is the moſt 
wrathfull and the moſt watch- 
full cnemy, who is never'idle 
but ever imployed in- ſowing 


cockles amongſt 'the-Lords good 
COrAe.;;. 


E 5 
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corne;; who, though we ſtoutly 
reſeſt him,and overcome him for 
a time, yet will never reſi nor 
give over, but will be tempt: 


againe ; yca will not ceaſe to af- | 


| ſay ns againe and againe with 

the ſame temptations, hoping at 
length to win our conſents, and 
to give us the foile. Wherefore 
having often well fought againſt 
him.and ſubdued him,yet watch 
we {till, and pray we continually 
to God, that we be not over- 
maſtered by him. 


LIL. 


Would never (it npon that 
ſeate, ſaid Themiſtocles , from 


which my friends ſhould re-. 


_ ceive* no more benefit from me, 
then ſtrangers; And indeed 
how often do friends ſway the 
ballance of Juſtice ? who hath 
not ſeen; how private reſpects 
cauſe too many Judges, tv _ 
THC 


| 
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the truth, and to hear the falſe- 
hood 2 bur © the Scriptures 
teach Magiſtrates a clean con- 


trary leflon, when they put on 


the perſons of Judges, to put © 

the perſons of friends, when 
they fit in the place of Juſtice, 
not to thinke they are now huſ- 
bands, or parents, or kin{men, 
or neighbours, bur ?adges, and 
roi without all by-re- 
ſpecs, to diſcharge that truth, 
which the great God of heaven 
and earth hath repoſed in them, 


and expeRteth from them, nct . 


once remembring their foes for 
any preſſures, and altogether 
forgetting their friends for any 
partiality. 


LIII. 
tor, in his counſell to De- 


monicus (a young Gentle- 
mam 


| x an Athenian Otra- 
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man like to be called to a great 
place) faith thus unto him: 
Depart not from ax Office more 
rich , but more honourable, thes 
when thou undertookeſt it. The 
inſtruction given by this hea- 
then may ſhame many Chriſti- 
ans; our Officers regard not 
with what diſhonour, or diſho- 
neſtic, they keep or kave their 
places, ſorhey may be-rich : ne- 
. ver fear though they tread their 
Wine out of- other mens grapes, 
reape their corne out oþother 
mens fields, fo they may ſtore 
their owne houſes with proviſt- 
on; ſo they may make their 
children. great, and turne them 
into gallants, they take no care, 
make no ſcruple, though they 
turne their own ſouls into hell. 
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LIV. 


Prague, that he {upped often 


>with a few ſentences, and ar- 


IE is written of Charles of 


p_ in the Schooles (m), n D. Hun: 
is meditation was all the meat fred.in vite- 
he had for that meale : But if 


fome of the moſt deyoutSeque- 
ſtrators now a daies moſt a- 
bounding with lip-holineſſe and 
righteouineſle , were reſtrained 
and tied for a while to no better 
allowance; (the which yet were 
oreat kindneſſe to their cove- 
tous ſtraitneſſe and continuall 
cruelty towards their priſoners) 
there is: no doubt to be made, 
but you ſhould quickly hear 
them complaine of ſhort com- 
mons ; I make no queſtion but 
-you ſhould ſoone hear them 
with no.ſmall paſhon exclaime 
upon. their perſecutors. malice , 
COVE- 
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covetouſneſſe, pride, ſceking by 
' others ruines to, be Grandces, 
and to adyance their heads a- 
bove- all that is called their 
neighbour : you ſhould then 
hear at large of their owne good 
breeding, great worth and de- 
ſerts, (whereof they were never 

uilry :) you ſhould then hear 
the ſubjeRs property diſplaied 
and ſer forth at full, and appro- 
ved by Laws and reaſons, both 
humane and Divine. 


LV. | 


| Erod, as we find in au- 
thentick hiſtorie, ma- 
king full account to 


deſtroy Chriſt,amongſt the reſt, 
not only ſlew all the other chil- 
dren, near the .place where 
Chriſt was borne ; bur ſpared 
not his own child, the fruite of 
his own loines, fleſh of his _ 

and. 
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and bone of his bone (n\; what , zu. 
bones made he to pluck yp that ib. ». « 9. 
affection to his child, which na- cy 
ture had planted.in'him, orfur: cp. 4. 
ther to {et unnaturall murther 

n the place 2 The which being 
reported to Auguſtus the Empe- 

rour, 1t « better (faith he ) to be 
Herods ſow then his ſon : To 

ſuch heavy ſufferings ,. to ſuch 

hard diſtreſſes, to ſuchrevident 

and extreame calamities have 

they been driven to in theſe un- 
mercifull times, who have ſpent 

their times, their ſpirits, their 

lives, their patrimonies, for the 

good of the Church : ſuch un- 
conſcionable and violent 
wrongs and oppreſſions have 

been practiſed of late upon grave, 
learned , and conſcientious Di- 
vines, the chariots and horſe- 

wen of our Iſrael , by the horſe- 

men and footmen in our Iſrael, 

that juſt cauſc'have-they tocry 

QUT 
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out and ſay to ſuch perſecutors 
ſhame, (ſaving the honour due 


unto God ) Better be the peoples 
plowmen then Prie#s.. T 


EVI. 
groundleſs conceit of He- 


or, that ſo long as he lived, 
Troy could not be deſtroyed , ter- 


I: was the Poets vaine and 


ming him the immovable and 


inexpugnable pillar of Troy : But 
well may it be ſaid of a faithfull 
. man,that he is a mighty ſtay, & 
ſtrength, a maine defender and 
upholder of the place where he 
liveth,for whoſe ſake, for whoſe 
preſence,and prayers, out of the 
Lords abundant kindneſſeto all 
his , eyen the wicked are often 
within-the ſhadow of Gods pro- 
tection, & ſpared :as for one juſt 
Lot the Angels ſpared the City 
Zoar, Zoar might perhaps be as 


bad | 
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bad as. Sodom , but here was 2 
difference, It had a righteoms Lot 
within, Sedom had none (0). 


LVIE. 


Tonyſius the younger, 
J Jeoniices hols x. 

tained many Sophiſters , 
not that he did admire them, but 
that for their ſakes he might 
himſelfe be admired : . Though 
there be no great number now 
adaies that. are further liberall 
ts Scholars, and Miniſters, 
then only-in outward comple- 
ment; yet, I fear, a great part 
of them alſo part not with their 
kindnefles to pleaſe God, who 
requireth it at their hands, 
whom they ought to make 
reckoning of above all; andto 
ſupport and relieve thoſe Lear- 
ned and Religious men who 
need it, whom. they ought to 
| loye 
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tove as themſelves; but rather in 
a Phariſaicall humor to advance 
their.own credits and reſpeRts in 
the world;that, how foul ſoever 
their projects are, they may car- 
them on with faire lookes ; 
that what injurious or irreligi- 
ous intents, what ſecret fins, or 
CO drifts rare 4 ane 
they may 'yet be rhought to 
great acti of Learnmg, and 
cligion. | 


LYITI. | 
1-7 bodies ; countenn- 
c 


es and garments of Romang, 
ut no Romans, quoth that 
rent Captaine Marcel/us unto 

is Souldters i Many bodies and 
boroaghs of bodies, many f0- 
ber and devout lookes of Pro- 
teſtants, and attires not unbefit- 
ring Proteſtants, may there be 
found now abroad in the world: 
Never 
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Never was hypocrifiefpun with 


9k 


2 fairer thread, never were men 


more cunning in counterfeiting; 
bur if you caft your eyes from 
their /ookes, to their Lives, 
from their word#rto their works, 
by the which the moſt ſubtile 
ſouls may beſt be- diſcerned , 
the- copy - of © mens actions 1s 
more/plaine tobe read, rhenthe 
copy © of | their countenances. 
You . ſhall find that 'you' are 
much miſtaken in your cenſuresz 
for where is the lite of grace, the 
power of godllingſſe ?' you ſhall 


perceive that: they are no true 


and - reall Proteſtants all this 


while ; but aliens from Chriſt, 
void of Gods ſpirit, - without 
fairh; without hope , - withour 
love, and'in brief, meere hypo- 
crites, like Balaam or Saul, or 
rather more formall,; like Satan 
himſelf, when the witch of Endor 


ſuborned him in the mantle of 
Samuel 


"92 


New Deſcants. 
Samvuel, and brought him into 


ps toms the preſence before Sawl (p).. 


LIX. 


Here was a ridiculous 
| Stage-player in the City 


of Smyrna, who pro- 
nouncing 0 heaven, let downe bis 
finger towards the ground; The 
chiefeſt man preſent beholding 
it, could not abide to ſtay any 
longer, but left the pompany' th 
ſaid -in anger ; Thi foole hath 
made 4 ſore hath ſpoken, as 
it were,falſe Greek with his hand: 
There was no conformity he 
meant, betyyeen his tongue and 
his hand.O how nad ab- 
ſurd - aRors - are there. eyery 
where to be found, pointing up- 
wards, poifing Fen. ; 
pointing at heaven, praiſing 
earth, who carrying the 
light of the Goſpel in their 


mouthes, 


UMI 
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'red, made anſwer: That he 
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mouthes, carry, alſo in their 
hands the filthy water of ambi- 
tion and covetouſneſs to quench 
it withall ; who ſecke' in word 
Gods cauſe, but breake in deed 
Gods Commandments; whole 
words are the words of God, but 
their deeds are the deeds of the 
Divel, | 


LX. 
Painter, being reproved 


fordrawingthe pictureof 
S. Peter too high colou- 


drew him not as he was on Earth, 
but as hewas in Heaven, where 
he bluſheth to behold the ſhameleſs 
demeanors of bis ſacceſſours : I 
am not now to learn that Petey 
is ignorant of us here upon 
Earth .' and knoweth not his 
ſuccefſours ; neither am I'yer 
a a. 

uy 


93 


q 2 Sam, 
3. 27. 
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diy in-Heaven , but howloever, 
if a Painter = traly co yo 
Cypher an man now 
oy_ he had need make lim 
much-more kigh coÞured then 
he was wone to bez for where 
is there one ſuch: that doth noc 
bluſh tofce 10: many apparent 
paraſites,creeping up to honors 
through a thouſand diſhonours, 
ſo many Chriſtians in profeſſ- 
on, {o many Saints in ſhew, now 
that haye Farebs Pdice, 
Hends, chit can ghyc 
mw Kiſs: foabs Onrie fit; wah 
ted upon by a ſecrerftab, when 
he baſcly killed Abwerq), and 
2gainc... when. as - lewdly he 
kdled Wile (1) f. \whete. -is 
there one ſuch that doch. .not 
bluſh ro behold fo many dew 


ble-faced: Jawnſſes, various and 4,7 


inconſtant' pretencts,, chang& 
abld Chamelions, apt toall o 
jets, taking the colouref what 


is 


pPYR<O ©. 


LIMI 


upon Old Retordls, 


is. next them © where is there 
onefſuch that doth not bluſh to 
view ſo many like the Marrmers 
weedle without the touch, which: 


will turn every way, -and never 
fand ſtill the way it ſhould 2 


Wi 


that ſpines es —_ chis 
three-fold choice © Either Ffaſs, 
ar Death, or perpetual Impriſon- 
ment, the moſt Chriſtian Wor-= 
thy made this worthy Anſwer. 
God acting me , 1 will never 
chuſe the Maſſe, the other twa 
I referre to the Kings determina- 
tion; yet ſo as ThupeGod,in whoſe 
| hands the heart of the King ts, 
t his grations providence will 
que aber f theſe alſo, But 
ow few now will ſuffer hs »” 

ea 


Hen Charles , the 
—_ of —_— 


ro TL 


* poſe what Religion you will, 
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teaſt hardſhip for Chriſt 2 1f 


men may avoid death, and im- 


priſonment , and riſe upon 0- 
rhers ruines ; if they may cat 
of the fat and ''drink of the 


, ſweet({), if they may cat the 


good things of the Land(t), im- 


either Maſle or Mahumetiſme, | 
or what elſe ſoever ; you ſhall 
have ſervile creatures enough, 
baſe fellowes of all degrees, that 
wil be.any thing,or of any Sec; 
that will fit you every way, that 
will faſhion and put forwards | 
themſelves for any imploy- | 
ments ; the good Centurion ne- 
yer kept ſuch obedient, ready 
and reſolute ſervants. 


LX11. 


Riſtotle hearing a proud 
prauncing Thraſoruffling 

| 1n his fuſfian brags ; vain 
"TM glo- 
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oloriouſly talking of his own 
vertues, and repreſenting a great 
outward appearance of worthi- 
nefſe : 7 wiſh (faith he) I were 
ſuch a one in truth, as thou think- 
eſt im ſelf to be, or wouldſt ſeeme 
to others to be, bat to be as thou 
art , I wiſh to mine enemies. 
I dare not defire to the worſt 
of mine enemies that they may 
be as many of your new Dona- 
tits are , whoſe our-fide is of 
lambs wool, but their in-fide of 
foxes fur ; Cato without and 
Cataline within; who by fits and 
upon occaſions make a marvel- 
lous verball ſhew of goodnefſle , 
when in heart they are nothin 
like ro what they make ſhew of; 
but I wiſh that my ſelf and 0- 
thers were, which ſome of them 
no doubt ſceme to themſelves, 
and all of them would faine 
keme to others, walking in all 
the Commandments and ordi- 
| F nances 


New Deſcamts 
nances of the Lord without re- 
proof, 


LXIIL. 


taries writeth of the French 
Sonldiers, that in the begin- 
ning of the bartell, at the firſt 
on-ſet , they were more then 
men ; bur at the ſecond, or be 


| bes Ceſar in his Commen- 


fore the end leſſethen women: | 


They would talke bravely, and 
come on couragtouſly., bur at 
length give off cowardly. How 
many hypocriticall hotſpurs 
in our reformed Churches ſhall 
a man meet, who. have Gods 
word (wimming in their lips, 
but not ſhining in their lives; 
who if words may be received, 
the'r pay is gallant , bur if deeds 
be required, their money is net 
eurfanc;, who in profeſling 
and proteſting are- more then 
pro- 
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Proteſtants, but in preaching, 
and performing , and perleve- 
ring leſſe then Papiſts. 


LXIV. 


| At: the Tartarian Prince 
moved by Innocentins the 
fourth. to receive the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſent his Em- 
bafſſadours 'to Rome, to ſearch 

. and underftand their belief, and 
manner of Religion, who re- 
porting that the Chriſtians lived 
wickedly, and worſhipped they 
knew not what Images contrary 
to the dodrine they profeſſed ; 
the Tartarian received the Re- 
ligion of Mabomer : What Pa- 
gan can we now hope to win, 
to ſceke tobe one with us;, to 
become a member of our 
Church, when he ſhall ſee our 
faith ryrned into faRjon, our 
Religion © into Rebellion, our 
F 2 pati- 
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patience into violence, our zeale 


into ſelf-love, our fidelity into 
perjury, our Chriſtian humility 
into moſt cunning hypocriſie, 


that would ſeeme-to hate hypo- | 


criſie 2. when he ſhall eſpie us to 
have bread in one hand, and a 
ſtone in the other ? when he 
ſhall hear us talke like Chriſti- 
ans, and ſee us live like Twrkes ? 
when he ſhall find the words of 
our mouthes ſofter then butter, 
having war in our hearts * when 
he ſhall perceive our ſpeeches 
ſmoother then oyle, and: yet 
they be very ſwords (u) * 


LXV. 


T . was divinely faid by 
Alexander the Great.thoug 
an Heathen, when he was re- 


proved by the Queſtor for being 


too bountifull in his Sacrifices ; 
Tf thou deſire long to be happy, be 
not 
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| not niggardly to God in matters 


that belong to his worſhip , which 


if they doe not flouriſh, all other 


things are ſure to decay. On 
what other matters are we ſo 
ſparing and baſe ? in reſpeQs'of 
our pleaſures; of our profits, of 
our honours, how readily can 
we laſh out ſo many and {o ma- 
ny pounds, not caring-what we 
ſpend « but when any thing 
ſhould come from tis to-a good 
purpoſe, to acharitable uſe, but 
when we ſhould do wel, willing- 
rl and- freely to disburſe, how 
aſt fingred, and cloſe handed 


are we? but for the better ſer- 


vice and maintenance of the 
ſervice' of God, and adyance- 
ment of his glory, not a farthing: 
more can- we afford to part 
with, then what we are taxed' 
and forced unto.. And yet what 
a gratious promiſe have they, 
who honowr the Lord with 
F 3 their 
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their ſubſtance ,- and with the 
firſt fruits of all their 924 gh So 
ſhall their barnes be filled with 
plenty, andtheir preſſes ſhall burſ 


ont with new wine (w) *? 


LXVI. 


Aint Ambroſe writcth that 
Theodoſius the Emperour, 
when he died, had a grea- 


- ter careof the Church, then of 


his ſickneſs; his life was not 
dear unto him, ſo the Church 
might flouriſh after his death; 
ſo peace might be within her 
wals, and proſperity within her 

alaces. Now it men may enjoy 
health, and obtaine ' plenty for 
the back, and the belly, waxe 
rich and great,and live like Em- 
perours, no matter which way 
Religion turneth, or what be- 
commeth of that ſtate and buft- 


. neſſe,no matter how the Church 


fareth 
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fareth either for the future or 
preſent ; howit goeth with the 
Church they reſpect little, fo 
themſelves and their families 
may go on. Nay, which is yer 
a worſe ſymptome, and bewray- 
th the great power of Satan 
over them ; what ſcruple ar all 
do they make,to pill, and ſpoile, 
and rob the Church, ſo as they 
may enrich themſclves and-their 
poſterities ? 


LXVTIT. 


$- pio with his Souldiers 
robbed the wealthy 
Temple of Tholouſea Ci- 
ty of Narbon in Fraxce, near the 
Pyrene mountaine; bur of thofe 
that had a ſhare in any of thoſe 
goods, not one ever proſpe- 
red (x, It was ſo generally ob- 
ſerved, that it occaſioned a Pro- 
verb ; If any man (by. what 

| F 4 meanes 
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meanes ſoeyer decayed ) were 
fallen into poverty, they would 
ſay of him, He hath ſome of the 
gold of Tholouſe. The indow- 
ment. of all other Charches 
(whereof many have been plun- 
dered of rich Chalices, and 0- 


ther utenſils in theſe ſacrilegi- 


ous times) are like the gold of 
Tholouſe , that brought ruine to 
them and their families ; If an 

man thrive with them, that hol- 
deth them by a wrong tenure, 
he hath better ſpeed then any 
ſuch malcfator before him. 
How many Sacrilegious perfons 
have utterly ruinated them- 
ſelves, is caſte to find in many 
Monuments of learning ; how a 
canker hath eaten their eſtates, 
as a gangrene did their conſci- 
ences; but ſee the Chronicles, 
ſearch Hiſtories of ſundry Nati- 
ons,both ancient and moderne, 


and find me out but one 
Church- 
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Church-robber here that hath 
thrived paſt. the. third generati- 


on. 


EXVIII. 
I Have read that many things 


have been given to our 
—Churches with a carſe in the 
Churches, againſt .any. ſuch as 
ſhould ever preſume to take thens 
away :- Whether mans. curſe 
ſhall take hold of Church-rob- 
bers, is wholly in the diſpoſition 
of God, and aſecret; butIam 
ſure he himſelf hath openly cur- 
ſed all thoſe, how many or great 
ſoever they be, that rob b1m74n 
Tythes axyd offerings (y) , yea yMal. z. 
curſed them with a cupſe re- 59: 
| doubling the. words,. not w.th- 
| out great cauſe, but emphatical- 
ly, to ſignifie. that. they thall be 
curſed with a ſtrange curſe, a 
hgnall curſe, ſuch a curſe as he 
Es . 
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that heareth his ears ſhall tingle, 
and his knees ſmite one the other , 
and many learned, religious,and 
wiſe men thinke, that this Land 
now mourneth, as for other cf- 
fences, ſo eſpecially for this 
great robbery ; the grand, 
the common, the far-ſpreading, 
the crying fin of this Kingdom, 
As all Iſrael was plagued till 
Achan was puniſhed ; fo they 
fear God will not lcave to 
ſcourpe vs, till we have rooted 
out all of Achans generation. * 


LXIX. 


Y 7rtacae, one of the ſeaven 
wiſe men of Greece, being 
asked counſell, whether in 

marriage it were beft, for every 
one #9 chooſe his equall, bad him 
that asked him go to children 
playing at fence, and they 
would tell him; every one » 
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his match. If they which are 
ſo greedy to take away that, 
which hath by devour people, 
many years ago, beengivento 
the Church,for the better main- 
tenance of Gods worſhip, were 
ſo wiſe, as firit to be adviſed, 
whether it were lawfull , it were 
no unfit anſwer for them, to bid 
them go learn of children . Who 
hold i both undecent and un- 
lawfull,to give a thing to one a- 
nother, and then take it away : 
and therefore much more rude- 
nefle is it totake from:God, 


what hath been along time g1- 


ven unto him, and accepted by 
him. . 
LXX. 


Etrws Bleſenſis making re- 
portof the Arch-deacon- 

ry of London to Innocen- 

tius then Biſhop of Rome, ſaid: 
It was 4 Dragon, 4 ſtately name, 
or 
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or title, Arch-aeacon of Londox, 
vot having whereof to live ex- 
cept of wind, not having meanes, 
he meant, to maintainea man of 
breeding, and parts fit for that 
place. Were our preſent Cler- 
oy preferments exactly ſurvey- 
ed, and duly conſidered, witly 
the corrupt cuſtomes, and pre- 
{criptions, the common coule- 
nages, conſpiracies and oppre\- 
fions, which they arc f jeet 
unto, I verily beleeve they 
would moſt of them be found 
more then. half empty caskes, 
of more ſound then ſubſtance, 
ſo purloined and impaired at the 
leaſt, that they are nothing near 
the value, whereunto they arc 
raiſed in the worlds opinion; 
and thereforehad ' more need of 
eforings then abſtracting phy- 

k. 
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LX XI. 


Aſter Lambert who 
| wrote the Perambula- 


tion-of Kent, amanof 
ſound - judgement in his owne 
profeiſion, the Law, and above. 
many others of his time, of 
great knowledge in Divinity , 
ſpeaking of a Kentiſh Benefice 
converted into an Impropriati- 
on; thus delivereth his cenſure 
upon it; One amongit many: of 
thoſe monſtrous births of C0- 
vetouſneſſe, begotten by the man. 
of Rome inthe darke-night of fu- 


perſtition, and yet ſuffered 10 


tive in *this day-light of the 
Goſpel, tothe great hinderance-of 
learning, the impoveriſhment of 
the Miniſtery, aud the-infamy of 
our Chriſtian profeſiion. Now 
then- if our new- incomparable 
Saints, who- drcame'of fo great 

| Der- 
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perfetion in themſelves above 
others, hate all rhings that have 
been any way abuſed to ſuper- 
ſtition, in times of Popery ; yea 
though it be a ſincere prayer, or 
ſacred ejaculation, firſt deviſed 
and uſed byſome holy Father, 
or glorious}Martyr; how much 
more ſhould they abhor all un- 
juſt impropriations , whereof 
ſome bave been, a long time 
heretofore, perverted to Idola- 
trous uſes, and all undoubtedly 
derive their originall from 
groficly Popiſhparents, 


LXXIL. 


| Ow odious a creature 
was a traytor to that 
Spaniſh 


Nobleman , 
who was commanded by Charls 
the fifth, to lodge the Duke of 
Burbos at his houſe in Madrid : 
1 will obey thee, ſaith he tothe 

- Emp*- 
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Emperour, but ſet my houſe tn 
fire as ſoone as the Dake is out of 
it : My preatceſſoars never buil- 
ded it r0 haybowy traytors (2 )? 


Was not. his houfe built to har- hr fairy 


bour traytors? & was any good 
mans houſe built to entertaine 
{acrilegious perſons 2 who make 
Ita point of conſcience,a part of 
Religion, to devoure what be- 
longerh to Religion, that Cler- 
gy men forfooth may not fur- 
feir upon what God hath 
thoughr meet to allow and ap- 
point for them. Can any that 
tear God wittingly make much 
of thoſe (unleſle it be in extream 
neceflity) who deſperately pre- 
ſume to rob God © Now ſurely 
though treaſon be agreat anda 
grievous fin, a common over- 
thrower and deſtroyer of hou- 
ſes, yer what is it in compari- 
ſon of ſacriledge ? Treaſon isn 
roaring fin, bur jn_ a 
| thun 
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thundering fin ; And the reaſon 


- 112 


acov. js rendred by S.. Auſtin (a), 
—__— becauſe it cannot be committed , 
» 4:6.19, 

but wore direttly then other ws . 

| againſt almighty God. Touhave- 
b Mal. robbed me ( b).. 

Cap. 3. 8. 
EXXFEFIT. 

\ Lexanaer faid:' he was 

= more bound to his 

| Schoolemaſter Ariſtotle, 


then to his Father Philip , for 

by his Father he/ived, but by 

the other he had learned to live 

well - Alas a poor wel,; may 

you well ſay, when neither he 

nor his maſter knew the. Lord:: 
but ſurely. much more doe we 
owe to: thoſe miniſters, who 
have begotten us. in the faith, 
then to thoſe-parents who have 
begotten them in the: fleſh : bur 
o howthen beyondall cry, and 
above. all. compariſan, ate. a 
or 
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for' ever obliged to the Father 


. of us all, Almighty God, who 


worketh all things after the coun- 


ſell of hi owne will (Cc), who g1- Cc Epheſ.1. 


veth words tothe wiſe, and vir- © 
tue unto their words, who gi- 
yeth a bleſſing to the word prea- 
ched, making it fruitfull by the 
grace of his Spirit, tothe con- 
verſion of the heart? 


LXXVI. 


T was a debaucht and inhu- 

mane. ſpeech that of Tiberi- 

ws, When I am gone, let hea- 
ven and earth be confounded a- 
gaine, and mingled in their old 
Chaos :- Truc Sir though it 
begin at home, and ſceke firſt 
ber own, yet ſeeketh not only 
her own, bur looketh a broad, 
regardeth- others, and reacheth 
In a provident care even to thoſe 
that ſhall come after us; A 
faith- 
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faithfull man thinketh it not e- 
nough to be loving and benefi- 
ciall ro others, yea to let his 
fountaines (proceeding all from 


the fountaine of goadneſle) be 


diſperſed amongſt them du- 
ring his own daies, but holdeth 
himſelf bound to have a further 
reſpe& what ſhall become of 
them when he is dead and gone, 
And is there a future carefull 
proviſion to be made, accor- 
ding to our ſeverall places, for 
private families after aur death? 
And is there no care to be taken 
for the continuance of the 
Common-wealth and Church, 
that the truth of God may live 
when we are dead; that God 
may have a people to ſerye him 
after our departure 2 
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LXXV. 


T is reported of Alexander 
J* Great, - that when he 
could not hand{omely unty 
the knot of Gordics King of 
Phrygia, he hewed it aſunder 
with his ſword : The doctrine, 
government, and diſcipline of 
our Church well twiſted and 
made ſo exactly with the bin- 
dings and teſtimonies of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, yea 
Chriſt kimelf our bleſſed Lord, 
and Maſter, that the cunningeſt 
cenſurers, and malitious make- 
bates, of the former or of this 
latter age, could not find any 
moderate meanes to untwine 
them ; there were ſome there- 
fore that reſolved to take Alex- 
anders violent courſe, and to (c- 
yer them in picces with ſwords : 
but herein they have far G_ 

c 
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d (Cicero 
pro Sext, 
Roſc. 
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ed Alexander, for he cut in ſun- 
der bur a ſenſcleſſe knot without 

any- hurt to Gordizs ; but theſe f 
have not onely eur aſunder the fo 
knor, but have withall firſt 
mangled, tormented, -and then | y 
deftroyed many ſenſible, reaſo- | 1 
nable, and fairhfull ſeryants of | yj 


the'moſt high God. ' | be 
| ſeq 

EXXVI an 

{et 


Ad Fimbria brought a | G 
| ſtrange ation, even i | th 
he heathens opinion, | 25 


apainſt Ouintus Mutius Scave:. | G 
la, for not receiving the whole | yy, 
weapon, when he cauſed him to 
be wounded, into- his body (d): 
But o-how much more ſtrange- 
ly, and madly have whole fa- 
milies and flocks been of late ac- 
cuſed , condemned, puniſhed; 
for not receiving poyſon- into: | 
their ſouls ; for not admitting, 
as 
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as lawfull, into. their Creeds, 
hatred, variance, malice, mur- 
ger riots, rebellions , errours, 

crefies,the dofrines of Divels, 
forged in hell,and not framed in 
the ſhop of the Scriptures? And 
who are they that are thys cruel- 


| ly bent, that are thus fierce and 


violent towards their  neigh- 
bours ; but they who- would 
ſeeme not only to be Chriſtians, 
and good men, but the chicfeſt 
ſervants, and deareſt children of 
God, the moſt holy brethren, 
the moſt ſanRified people, ſuch 
as are all for the ſincerity of the 
Goſpel, and pure milke of the 
word ? 


LXXVII. 
Ucius Nexatiins tooke a 
reat pleaſure,8 thought 
| itno {mall glory, to beat 


men : but however he cauſed his 
ſeryant 


e Aulus 
Gellius, 
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ſervant ſill to carry along with |, 


him a purſe of money,that when 
he had done he might deliver 
them fuch recompence, as the 
Law had aſſigned in a&ion of | 
battery (e)'. Many there are 
now adaies, who, though they 
do not ſtrike men, yet do as 
bad, and worſe, plunder them, 

refle them, undo them, and 
all thoſe (how harmeleſle, how 
many ſoever) that belong unto 
them, but where is the money 
for recompence, that both rhe 
Law of God and man requi- 
reth © They delight as much, 
and more, in yronging of men, 
then ever Meratizs did, but 
who with him defireth to make 
ſatisfaction ? 


Thra iſt- 
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LXXVIII. 


Hraſilaws a frantick man 
- amongſt the Grecians, 


whenſoever he ſaw any 
Ships brought into the haven at 
Athens , thought them all his 
own, and tooke an Inventory of 
their goods, and boaſted of 
them to all he met with great 
aacriry (f). The lateplunde- | ,,,... 
rers, thoſe peremptory day- Deipneſ6- 
theeves, that without conſci- #- 
ence or covert tooke away ma- 
ny honeſt mens goods, and were 
not afraid by impudence to pro- 
feſſe and boaſt of their ow - : 
if they had been, as Thar ſilars 
quite diſtraught of their ſenſes; 
and out of ignorance imagined 
all thar they ſaw to be their 
own; with the which they 
might do whart they liſted ; they 
had not had ſin; that is, not ſo 
great 
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reat ſin , not ſo black, and 
arr mbogrl] and horrid fin : for 
ſomething might have been 
pleaded for them, to have leſle- 
ned their -offences ; It mighe | 
haye been prayed for them, 
Father forgive them, for they 


g Luke 23 


ſurely knowing both the. Laws 
of God, and man againſt them, 
and pretending that they fought 
for, the property of the Subjec, 
therefore now they - are left 
without excuſe, therefore now 
they have no cloake for their 
fins : ©, if ever their conſciences 
be awakened, how can ſuch au- 
dacious preſumption ' bur fill 
their hearts with the ſharper 
orief, and their faces with the 
greater ſhame ?7 «| 


There | 


34 know not what they do (.g,) But | 
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LXXIX. 


Here were that would 
| needs perſwade Alexan- 
der that he was no mor- 
tall man, but an immortall God; 
but when, atthe ſeige of a City, 
no ſmall wound was given him 
by anarrow, ſo that he ſaw the 
blood ſtreaming from it, where 
are they now, Gith he, that ſaid 
IwasaGod(h)? Agreatfame , yy. iu 
was heretofore ſpread abroad Pi. 82. 
of ſome of our new Donatiſts, 
that they were moſt juſt men, 
ſuch as feared God and eſchew- 
ed evill; yea if not Gods in the 
likeneſſe of men, as the men of 
Lyſtra thought of Paul and Bar- 
nabas (1), yet the moſt holy; aa. 14. 
children of the moſt high God ; **- 
but now ſince they have been ſo 
deſperately wounded by Sa- 
than, and ſtirred up to all mi(- 
G Ccheivous 
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\ chievous cruelty,now ſince they 


have ſhewed themſelves ſo bloo- 
dy and decciptfull men , now 
ſince they have ſhed the Saints 


blood like water round about Fe- | 


k Plal, 79. raſalem ( k), beſides their be- 


3. 


ing dcfiled with many other ill- 


favoured corruptions : where . | 


are now their followers, their 
admirers, their applauders, that 
ſo boaſted up and downe of 
their truth, and peace, and mer- 
cy? where are they that 
thought them ſo humble, fo re- 
ligious, ſo ſhining with all hea- 


venly vertues ? Y 


LXXYX. 


Aladine a Turkiſh Empe- 
rour,. he that firſt of that 


Nation Conquered Fers- 


11186. ſalem (1), lying at the point of 


death, after' many glorious Vi- 
&tories, commanded that a 
| white 
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white ſheete ſhould be borne be- 
fore him to his grave, upon the 
point of a ſpeare, with this Pro- 
clamation : T, beſe are the rich 
oiles which Saladine carriage, 4- 

way with him, of all his trium mp bs, 
YEF 


"and Vidtories ; of all the rea 
'Þ' ard riches he i now nothing is 


Uleft bat ths : Why ſhould we, 
ſo much deſire Fre: mens 
goods, and ſceke to get them by 
ooke, or by crooke ? why 


ſhould we devour honſes , even 
widowes houſes ? why ſhould we 
encroach upon other -mens 
helds, and ſccke unlawfully to 
joyne land to land, calling the 
lands after our own names (mn), m Pſa, 49, 
entailing them upon childrens ** 
children, to make (as the Law- 
jers ſpeak) a perpetuity, when 
arlaſt, if we could conquer ne- 
yer ſo much, we muſt cometo 
the pit with Saladine, and carry 

G 2 no0- 
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nothing away with us but a 
ſhrouding mantle 2 


LXX XI. | 
I: was ſound direion that 


Silla gave, that the common 

exemy ſhould firſt be put out of 
power, before the CitiFens were 
put in ſuite, We ſhould firſt ear- 
neſtly contend for the faith, which 
was oncedelivered nnto the Saints, 
(0) and notgive place to dam- | 


nable dodtrine, though ir ſhould 
coſt living and life : we ſhould 
firſt with all our indeayours 
ſecke to ſuppreſle all Schiſma- 
ticks, Hereticks, Rebels, Church- 
robbers, Mahumetans, Atheiſts, | 
and. other enemies of our 
Churh, and State; the which 
make a land to languiſh ſooner 
then forraine focs ; and we fall 
out and fight with, or plunder 
and | 
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and oppreſle (for what cauſe we 
know not our ſelves\our fellow- 


Proteſtants , fairhfull Chriſti- 


ans, loyall SubjeRs, and harme- 
[:fſe neighbours ; we perſecute 
Saints and purſue our brethren : 
all our fraies are againſt our 
friends, and not againſt our 
foes ; we ſupplant one another, 
who ſhould ſupport one ano- 
ther. O that theſe home-bred 
contentions and controverſies 
might at length ceaſe, and be 
blowne away with a breath of 
mercy in Chriſt ! © that there 
might be a perpetnall holy 
league between all the true 
members of our Church, that 
ſo all our Armies and forces, 
pikes, and pens, wits, and wils 
might be readily combined a- 
oainſt our common adverſaries! 


G 3 The 
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LXXXIL 


He Lacedemonians, in 

| their publick feaſts,uſed 

to foxe ſome of their E- 

lots, (a kind of {ſervants not 
much differing from ſlaves) that 
by their loathſome inundations, 
and uncouth deformities, their 
rude and beaſtly behaviour, 
their children might the better 
diſcerne what a filthy vice drun- 
kenneſſe was, and from thence 
grow into an horrour and dete- 
ſtation of that ſin (p). We 
may not, I know for any re- 
{pets (though to ſtave off 0- 
« 2a fron inſurreQion) either 
occaſion, or allow one Rebell. 
Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in 
thine heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe 
rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuf- 
fer ſin upon him (q). But 0, if 
we might lawfully do-it, yer in 
rheſe 
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theſe times we need not, ſuch 


unruly catre!l are now*%grown 
both innumerable, and 'fntolle- 
rable; Their miſchiefs are gone 
out into all the Land ; and their 
abominations unto all our 
neighbour Countries : Neither 
we nor our fathers have known, 
ſuch horrid fruirs of reſiſting 
Soveraigne power, as our chil- 
dren have now feen; © that 
they may cycr retaine ſuch an 
eager abomination of all ſuch 
Atheiſticall enormities, as to 
hate eyen the leaſt thought ten- 
ding thereunto ! 


LXX XII 


Find it related by Heredotws, 

how Cyrus intending to 

Conquer Scythia, came toa 
oreat broad River which hin- 
dred his journey, whereupon he 
bethought himſelf of this polt- 
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cy, to cut it, and divide it into 
many parts and fluces, and 


ſo made it paſſable for all his, | 


Army ; The like policy hath, 
the Divel now uſed amongſt us, 
bringing his power of darkenels 
to invade and over-run us, and 
finding his paſſage ſtopped by 
the lowing ſtreames of love and 
concord, he hath put in practice 
to ſeperate and divide us into 
many parts and faQions : we 
are become like rivelets not joy- 
ned together, but every man 
running his owne way, ſo that 
the Divel may now ford us, and 
faſhion us, and turne us as he 
pleaſe. ey bowels, m bowels, 
I am paineeT at my very heart, my 
heart maketh a noiſe in me; 1 can- 
not hold my peace, becauſe thou 
haſt heard o my ſoul, the ſound of 
the Trumpet, the alarum of wars: 
Deſtruttion upon deſtruction is 
cryed, for the whole land i pry 

ea; 
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led, ſuddenly are my tents ſpoi- 


) 

| | led, and my curtaines in 4 mo- 

: | ment; How long ſhall T ſee the 

| ffandard, and hear the ſoundof 
the Trumpet (tr) ? r ler- 4: 

, 


LXXXIV. 


Aulus e/Emilius having 

— put away his wife Papinie 

- without any cauſe, as it 
ſeemed to- others, ſtretched; 
forth his foot, and faid : Tow ſee 
4 uew- and neat ſhove, but where 
| this ſhove wringeth me, not you, 
but I alone know : meaning, that. 
there were many ſecret jars hap» 
pening between the married, 
which-others could not poſſibly 
perceive ( {). The moſt wick- cpye. is 
ed men, the greateſt enemies to vi. P: 
God and his Goſpel, may be ſo '*** 
jocund and. merry, and ſhew 
ſuch magnanimity in- their fa- 
| ces, that none can imagine by 
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any outward circumſtance, but 
that they are truely cheerfull, 
and couragtous 1h their hearts ; 
and yet in_ the middeſt of all 


their meriments, and greateſt | 


_ delights, they may have ſecret 


tElay 48 
22. 
£7- 21. 


heart-burnings, and grievous 
vexations, what God and them- 
felves only know; The Lord 
hath ſpoken it twice, and there- 


fore it muſt needs be plaine and 
prompeny, 


that there is no peace 
#0 the wicked (t) ; Their lookes 
may be {ſometimes lively, but 
their hearts are alwayes heavy. 
I You and ſevere defen- 
der of that Stoicall un- 
feelingneſs. of paſſions , being 
tormented in his reines ; cried 
out , that all things were falſe 


which he had: till then held, and 
_ marn- 


LXXXYV. 


Tony ſires Hexyacleotes 2 


——— 
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maintained of paine and griefe : 
as that it might be caftly borne 


and endured whatſoever it was; 
fornow hetelt the contrary,that 


paine pincheth and will be felt, 


and is able to make the ſtrongeſt 


_ ſtoope, notwithſtanding all 


plaiſters of phyloſophic and hu- 
mane reaſons : A wounded con- 
ſcience, many no doubt thinke, 
isnot ſo hard to bear, as ſome 
talke, may eaſily be ſalved up by 


many outward carnall helps , 


Feaſting and merry company , 
cating and drinking, muftck and 
gaming, and things of like na- 
ture, can eaſily ſmooth it over; 
bur if ever they feele it indeed, 
they will aſſuredly conteſle,thar 
all ſuch medicines are nought 
worth againſt ſpiritual qualmes,, 
and thar the horrour.of a terri- 
fied conſcience is an importable 
burthen, no way to be __ - 
"Ny ut 
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but 'by the only mediation of 


Chriſt Jeſus. 

LXXXVI. 
Pim he was bound ts the 
_ Athenian Oratours which 
reviled him, becauſe they were to 
him, as fire to gold, wind tocorne, 
file to ruſt, ſoape tolinnen, be- 
cauſe they were an occaſion to 
make him the more vertuous ; and 
re An and enforced him,all his 
| life long, both in his attions and 
words, to prove them lyars: 1 
will therefore 0 live, ſaith he, 
that no man (hall beleeve them, 
that if I cennot bar the mouthes f 
the ſlanderers, yet I may ſtop t 


HilipKing of Macedon ſaid 


u Pliter, Cares of the hearers (u), There 
iu bis 4po- iS hardly now a learned, Ortho- 


doxe, and conſciencious Divine 
amongſt us,that is not traduced 
for 


UM 


| 
| 


upon old Records, 133 


for a Papiſt, by a ſort of fawcy, 
ſchiſmaricall, hungry cormo- 
rants,thatgape for our meanes ; 
how wiſely ſhall we profit by 
their malitious reproach, if 
thereupon we carry our ſelves, 
every day to the end of onr 
lives, more virtuouſly then 0- 
ther, having better conſciences, 
that whereas they ſpeak cvill of 
us as evill doers, they may be 
aſhamed that falſely accuſe our 
good converſation in Chriſty), *.* **3- 


LXXXVII. 


Rates having loft all by 
ſhipwrack,go too fortuxe, 

quoth he, 1 know what 

thou meaneſt, thou intendeſt only 
to call me to Phylsſophie : Thus 
he, being a Pagan, that knew not 
fortune from God. And ſhall 
Chriſtians no ſooner begin to 
tall into. miſery, but be at their 
| wits 


34 New Deſcarts ' 
wits end ? ſhall not they per- 
' ceive the end of Gods affliting 
them, that he doth it to inſtru 
them, the better to know him, 
themſelves, and the world 2 to 
know him whom they have (o 
often offended, and turne unto 
him by true repentance ; to 
know their mortall and fraile 
nature,that weareth and waſteth 
away with outward crofles , to 
know the mutability of the 
world, and the deceitfulneſſe of 
the world , ſhall not they con- 
{ider that when they are judged, 
they are chaſtened by the Lord, 
that they ſhould not be condem- 


x 1 Cor. ped with the world (X) 4 
32, 


LXXXVIIL 


Read how Phydins was apt 
for all praCtiſes, could turne 
his hand to any trade, could 

ſhew his cunning as well in any 
other 


old upon Retoras, 125" 
other mettall or matter as in 
brafle : This cannot all doe, 
neither- is it fit for all to do: 
Let every man abide inthe ſame 
calling wherein he was called (y). y* Cor.7: 
Study to be quitt and to do your *** 
owne buſineſſe, ſaith the Apoſtle. 

(Z) It is not fit for men'to med- = 1 Theſ.4 

dle in other mens trades, nei- **: 

ther ſhall we likely find ſuch 

another Phideas : but howſoe- 

ver a true Chriſtian, rhough he 

cannot faſhion his hand to every 

trade, yet ſhould learne ro frame 

$F his heart to every eſtate; he 

! ſhould know how to riſe, and 
how to fall, how to want, and 
how to abound ; he ſhould be 
able to ſwimme in proſperity 
without pride, and to ſuffer in 
adverſity without peeviſhneſle ; 
humbly and thankfully imbra- 

! cing whatſoever fayour the 

| Lord fendeth him, and kifling 

wharſoever croſs he laieth on his 

back. In 
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LXXXIX. 


N the Olympian combatings 
ſet forth and ſolemnized in 
the honour of Sathan, they 
only woare the Crowne, who 
overcame by doing harme to 
others, they which ftruck the 
greateſt blow went away with 
the prize : but in our ſpirituall 


conflicts, not they which ſtrike, - 


but theſe which bear the greateſt 
ftroake, ſhall goaway with the 
reward ; they rather are Crow- 
ned, who win the vigory by 
ſuffering wrong of others.: ſuf- 
fering is the way to glory. Bleſ- 
ſed are they which ſuffer perſecn- 
tion for righteouſneſſe ſake, for 
theirs i the kingdome of heaven, 
for as they ſuffer here with 
Chriſt,ſo they ſhall raigne here- 
after with Chriſt. Bleſſed are ye 


when men ſhall revile you , and 


Bet 
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perſecute you ,, and 
manner of evill againſt you falſely 
for my ſake, Rejoyce, and be ex- 
ceeding glad, for great & your re- 
ward in heaven : For ſo per- 
ſecuted they the Prophets that 
were before you (a). 


X C. 


Hat a bitter and 
cruell wrong was 
that offered to 


Mauritizs the Emperour, 


when his ungratefull - ſubje& 
| and ſervant Phocas ſlew be- 


fore his face his Wife and five 
Children « And yet were not 
his thoughts ſo much upon the 
Adyerſary to be vexed, as upon 
the righteous God to be hum- 
bled : And yet ſpake he not one 
word to the enemy , no, not in ſuch 
a woefull caſe(b) : but confi- 


dering & weighing his own fins, 
CcOn- 


137 


ſhall ſay all 
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IO,I1,12» 


b Abbas 
Hrſ. 158, 


New Deſcants 


continued ſtill crying , till the 
ſword ſundred his head from 
his body, juff art thou O Loyd, 
and juſt are thy judgements. hy 
then do we ( of inferiour places, 
ſo many degrees behind Mawri- 
:tius) in theſe times of perſecu- 
tion, ſo carneſtly looke to the 
heavines and grievouſnes of the 
wrongs offered « why then do 
we fo paſſionately preſſe the un- 
kindnefle and injuſtice of the 
outward agents and initru- 
ments ? why do we'ndt rather 
looke up, as we ought; ro him 
chat ſirreth at the ſterne,and gui- 
deth-all particulars * why do 
we'not rather recount and pon- 
der how many wayes we our 
ſelves have offended God, and 


our neighbours , for which we. 


may juſtly ſuffer « why do we 
not rather conſider thar it com- 


meth not upon us without our 
deſerts, becauſe God is juſt, nor 


W 
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will it be without our profit, be- 
cauſe God is good * 


X CI. 


Xceeding is the love of 

earthly heatheniſh mo- 

thers to children ; when 
Agrippena, Neroes mother, be- 
ing with child with him, was 
after great conſultation ſeriouſ- 
ly fore-told by Aſtrologers, 
that her 'ſon ſhould be Empe- 
rour, but when he was adyan- 
ced, ſhould kill his mother , /ee 
me be ſlaine , ſaith ſhee, ſo he 


may raigne , and much more 


| no doubt is the love being bet- 
ter- ordered by Gods word, of 


true Chriſtian parents ; but 


| © how infinite is Gods love to 


his adopted ſons and daugh- 


ters? Can 4 woman forget her 


ſucking child, faith the Lord, by 5. 
} the Prophet Iſaiah (c), that ſhe 


ould 
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ſhould not have compaſiion on the 
ſon of her wombe ? as though ir 
were a thing even impoſlble, 
that any thing ſhould be able to 
maſter, or kill that affeRion, 
ſhe were to be reckoned as a 
monſter amongſt women that 
ſhould want it ; but ſuppoſe any 
ſhould, for ir may be, yet thc 
Lord. for all that, cannot for- 
_ any of his whom making 


im their God, he hath made 


his ſervants , yet will not, yet 
cannot the Lord forger the 

reſt ſoul in the world that 
truſteth in him z and therefore 
be not faithleſſe, whoſoever 
thou be, if thou be his, but 
faithful}, and therefore caſt all 
thy care , thou troubled ſoul, 
ever upon the Lord, for he ca- 
reth for thee. 
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.X CII. 


T s not Kingly, quoth An- 
tigonus the King to a poore 
man begging a ſmall mat- 
ter,but a dram of ſilver, 1t is not 
for Kines to give trifles, but to 
twve rojally like themſelves, How 
untifull then muſt we needs 
think is the King of Kings, with 
whom no King is to be compa- 
red, who hath all treaſure in his 
owne hands, and whoſe treaſu- 
ry can never be drawne dry ; 
who hath in his hands all the 
gooee and bleflings both of this 
ife which is preſent, and of that 
which is to come ! How rich is 
he in mercics ! how abundant in 
kindneſſes ! How large -is his 
love, giving more things, and 
more plentifully, then cither we 
doe ask or think ? If any man 
lack wiſdome, or any other good 


oift, 
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gift, let him aske of God, which 
giveth to all men liberally, which 
giveth not ſparingly , though 
the ſmalleſt gift be more then 
weare worthy of, but liberalh, 
and reproacheth no man , and it 
ſhall be given him, Jam. 1.5. 


X C111. 


Eſar pnrpoſing to paſſe 
; | xa Aferck though the 

rough ſurges of the ra- 
ging ſeas were againſt him, chea- 
red up the Mafter of the Ship, 
and bade him be confident to 
hoyſe up ſayles, and commit 
himſelf ro the fury of the ſtorm, 
becauſc he carryed him that was 
ſo mighty a Monarch : and yet, 
had he rebuked the violent 
winds, or the unruly waters,ne- 
ver ſo much , they would never 
have.yeclded him the leaſt obe- 
dience. How mnch rather ſhould 
a 
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2 Chriſtian not be diſmayed, 
but Magnanumous, to whom 
Chriſt hath ſaid, Be of good 
cheere, I have overcome the— 
world (d) ? I have already won q 16.6. 
thefield , and obtained the yi- 33: 
ory for you? O how ſhould 
a Chriſtian be ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his micht,(c) e _ 6. 
againſt all aſſaults of tyrants, all ** 
temptations of Satan, to whom 
God hath ſaid, (f) that hewil['f Heb. 13. 
never leave him nor forſake him, ** 
| neither in wealth, nor want, nei- 

ther inlife, nor death © O how 
| ſhould a Chriſtian be incoura- 
| 
[ 


oed againſt all dangers,cither of 
} body or ſoul,:z whom God thwel- 
leth, and he in God ? 1 Joh.4.15. 


XCIV. 


ficial, bur ſolid though ſhort 
advice of the, Philoſopher 


Mene- 


Is was not a {light and ſupet- 
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eMenedemns, to Antigonns the 
ſonne of King Demetrius, that 
he ſhould remember he was 4 


Kings ſonxe : thinking that a! 
ſufficient motive to keepe him 


from all baſe behaviour. And 
howcould he well conclude 0- 
therwiſe 2 For doth it become 
Princes fo to deſcend, as to fol- 
 Jowthe conditions of Peſants * 
ſhould-not they ſeek to demean 
themſelyes in all their carriages 
according to their high places ? 
O Chriſtian man, what art 
thou ? Know thy calling, and 
conſider the bleſſed ſtate of 
Chriſtian profeſſion ; Thou arr 
the ſonne of God, thou haſt his 
Spirit , the earneſt peny , the 
pawn, the pledge,the inunQion, 
the cry of his Spirit. But by 
what meanes © Through faith. 
In whom, and by whole merits? 
In Chriſt, Foy ye are all the chil- 
aren of God by faith in Chriſt 1e- 
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fore ſcorne and hate fin, ſo unfit 26: 


-] for the childrenof God ? And 
| I ſhall we not therefore abſtaine 


| UMI 


| for our eſtates, and ſo unſeemly 


from immoderate mourning for 
worldly loſſes, ro6 baſe and 
meane for our calling ? 


X CV. 


King of France hearing 

the King of Spaines titles 

at large rehearſed,as that 

he was King of Caſtile, King of 
Portugal, King of Naples, King 
of the S:cilies, and many other 
Domintons, oppoſed to every 
-one of them ſeverally, and to 
all of them joyntly , but onely 
this,that he was King of France : 
he made account that Frances 
was more excellent then Spaipe, 
and all the reſt annexed King- 
domes : A true Chriſtianin the 
H pooreſt 


ſu (g)- And ſhall we not there-y Gal. z; 


New Deſcants 


+ pooreſt eſtate, ifpow weigh him... 


Idling, is,.; 


wich ths niche ;( MOL 
as France was by. him.concei- 
veg, and.compared with Spaine, 


though,not 1o greax jn, title, yer. 
greater in truth, ; though, not fo. 


good. in outward ſhew,. yeriber- 
ter in inward ſubſtance; Thou 
baſt put gladneſſe in mine heart, 
faith David , more, then in the 


time, that their corne and wine 


b Plal. 4:7 i#cyeaſed( h.). As mygh asto 
fay ; thy favour, O Lpcd, hath 


brought. me | more trye,, and 
ſound joy, then, others take, or 
can rake in this, -thar,their reyc- 
nues and incomes.do abound. 


X.CV.L 


wirh a company of armed 
men to Babylou, from 
whence he was expelled, as he 
mace halite into the City, ſtum- 
bled 


Cit. comming ; back- 


| 


| 
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bled, and wreſted his foot : His 


that the anchor, which 'they 
thought to ſtgnifie captivity, did 
certainely portend and promiſe 
conqueſt and ſecutity : Be cou- 
rageous my friends, ich he, for 
this ground, whereon we now 
tread as aliens and exiles, we 
ſhall undoubtedly poſſeſſe as heires 
and owners, Wicked-men if any 
croſſes befall them, they begin 
to ſinke down under the burden, 
their hearts faile them, they con- 
ceive and rake things in the 
worſt ſenſe ; but the children of 
God being aſſured upon better 
grounds then Seleycus , make 
no other account, but are reſo- 
H 2 lute 
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lute and confident, that neither 
good can happen to the evill, 
nor evill to the good being 
changed by the bleſing of God: 
that all things, of what ſort ſo- 
ever, by one meanes or other, 
ſhall in the end, without perad- 
venture, worke together for the 
beſt unto them. 


XCVII. 


Cebolius a Sophiſter of 

Conſtantinople,before Fu- 

lian was Emperour, de- 
meaned himſelf as an carneſt 
Chriſtian, both for belicf, and 
life ; under Fulian he became a 
cruell Apoſtate, and Panym 
and perſecutor; and after Julian 
was dead,he would bea Chriſti- 
an againe : but his owne conſci- 
enceat laſt accuſing him for his 
diſſembling, for altering his 
faith, religion and manners ac- 
COr- 
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cording to the time; he caſt 
himſelt flat upon the ground , 
before the Church-garte, as the 
people ſhould paſſe, and cryed, 
Tread ou me that am unſavoury 
ſalt.. O how many in theſe times 
have been on all fides,. as the 
ſides ſtill prevailed !who,though 
they caſt not themſelves down 
at the Church door, as he did, 
for the people to tread upon,yert 
have need preſently to caſt 
themſelves. down, in the inner 
temple of their hearts, before 
God , with hearty repentatice: 
and humble confeſſion, leſt if 
they make no account of reco- 
vering his favour, and” reconti- 
lng. chemſelves to: him3-heſo- 
dainly:caft chem out. indeed; as 
unfavoury. ſalt, for as/he hath 
atime of mercy;' arid! ſuffering, 
fſo'of' caſting our arid” confoun- 
ding:. | 

£4 H: 3: Alex- 
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XCVIIL 


Lexander, having belie- 
ged any Rebcllious Ci- 


ty, was wont to havea 
fire kindled before the gate,with 
this condition, that if they yicl- 
ded before the fire went our, 
they might be reccived to fa- 
your; but if not, they might 
tooke for no mercy : The like 
courſe doth God take with. us 
all the fpace of our life; as of 
that fixc kindled, as given us to 
repent in; bur if irend,. before 
our repentance begin, no place 
for pardon. Yet there: is hope; 
yet thiere-is fayour, yet the light 
appeareth,. but when we are 


once ſtept over the threſhold of 


death,no-man may make agree- 
ment with God for us ; when 
weare once departed this life,. it 
s toq late tomakeany prayers 


| 
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for us, to deale any doles, or to 
ſay Maſſes, or to goany Pilgri- 
mages for us, yet it is too late 
then to ſay for any, God have 
mercy on his ſpule - For we are 


preſently as we depart hence, 


either in Abrahams boſome, 
with poor wes 9 , Or in hell 
torments, with the rich glut- 
ton. | 

+ 14S 6 4 


Read of one FZleaFay the ſon 
I Hircanus, that being de- 

manded, when it would be 
time to repent and amend * he 
anſwered, One day before death: 
and when the oth replyed, 
that no: man knew the diy of his 
. death, he ſaid, Begin then even 
to day, for fear of fa 
haye all often-heard, no-doubt, 


though we often forget, and 
therefore are ſtill to learne; that 
H 4 our 


iling (1). We i Druſis 
and therefore ſhonld well know, 4rbian 
7p 
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our life is of ſuch uncertainty, 
that we are no ſooner borne, but 
wearein danger of death ; one 
foot no ſooner on the ground, 
but the other ready to itep into 
the grave : the bud is ſometimes 
blaſted as well as the blowne 
roſe; the wind blowcth down 
the bloſſome as well as the fruit: 
yea we ſome of us confeſle, with 
our lips at leaſt, that nothing is 
more certaine then the change 
of life, and nothing more uncer- 
eaine then the houre when it will 
change: the which for ought we 
know may be this houre ; why 
then' do we not-this houre call 
our ſelves account, & amend 
our lives, leſt another houre be 
denied” us, and death: find us 
fleeping in- our accuſtomed 
wickedneſle, and: ſo the'gate of 
mercy [which is. now!-open. be 
- hut up forever 7 1 


Gaſpar | 
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C. 

Aſpar a man of no ſmall 
account in that Machia- 

vilian Councell afſem- 

' bled at Trent, being convicted 
and urged in his conſcience, for 
the Lawfulneſſe, and duty of re- 
ceiving the Sacrament in both 
kinds, according to the inſtt- 
tution of our Saviour Chrift, 
and praQtice Ecclefiaſticall for 
more then a thouſand years , 
(for the Communion under one 
kind, was decreed firſt in the 
Councell of Conſtance, 1414.) 
yet was ſtill obſtinately bent , 
_ . to barthe people from the cup 
and would not yeikd to reſtore 
the uſe of it ; leſt, ſaith he, 
we ſhould ſeeme to exre : They 
had grievouſly offended God, 
and grofſely wronged men by 
ſuch an impoſture, but yet he 
thought it leſſe damage to the 
offenders to ſtifle their conſci- 
ences 
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ences, then to ſtaine their cre- 
 dits; Many wicked and mon- 


ſtrous opinions, which have | 


ſince crept into 'the Church, 
might be, no doubt, eafily diſ- 
proved, and aboliſhed, but that 
the broachers -and maintainers 
ofthem may notnoweftertaine 
thetruth, leſt they be ſeene'to 
have been deceived : that 'the 
thinke would be agreat blemich 
. in their Armes,agrievots dis- 
pure in'their faces, and not to be 
indured; and therefore, though 
they be ſanded and ſet on 
.ground,yet theymuſt needs keep 
op faile ſtill, as if they had water 
attheir pleaſyre. 'O this unwy- 
lingneſſe of appearing to erre, 
holderh men {fo in bondage to 
their erroprs , that it hath de- 
ſroyed many a ſoul ; hath been 
the bane of thouſands and ten 
thouſands that had rather be 
damned then ſaved. 
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Hizxon.ad Paurrn., 


Eſſe Chriſtianum grande eſt, 


y0n videri, non Vocart. 


To bea Chriſtian, is a weighty 
matter, but not ſo to ſeeme, not 


ſo to be called. 
L = o Epiſt. 83. 


* Eccleſia nomine armamini, & 
contra Eccleſiam dimicatis, 


You are armed with the name 
of the Church, and you fight 
againſt the Church, | 
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